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The poetic tradition of the northern Nilotic Sudan which uses collo-
quial Arabic as its medium of expression was before the present cen-
tury essentially oral. Poetry was also perhaps the most fundamental 
form of “literary” expression and in its oral and sung forms very 
highly developed and structured. The bulk of the poetry that survives 
from the nineteenth century is in praise of the Prophet and during the 
Mahdist period, in praise of the Mahdi. Less has survived of the tra-
dition of courtly poetry and in praise of women. This corpus is only 
now being reduced to writing. 

Several studies devoted to the poetry of the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries contain much material on the forms, social context and his-
torical developments within the genre. A separate bibliography is 
given at the end of this chapter. 

RELIGIOUS POETRY 

The pioneer in the study and publication of the religious poetry is the 
Sudanese scholar, Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan. The approximately al-
phabetical list given here is based on that given in Qurashī 
Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 99-100, where he notes the poets who 
composed madāʾiḥ, with information on their tribal affiliation, loca-
tion and approximate period (i.e. Funj, Turkiyya, Mahdiyya and 
Condominium). Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan notes that very few 
names can be traced to the Funj, that is pre-1820, period. Wherever 
further information is available, we have added it. 

In most instances, we have not attempted to list each individual 
poem. 
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FAMILIES OF POETS 

THE BADRĀB 

The Badrāb ʿAwaḍiyya, the descendants of Badr w. Salmān b. Yāsir 
al-ʿAwaḍī (for a notice of Badr w. Salmān, see K. al-ṭabaqāt, 126), 
are a Jaʿalī clan settled at Qōz Badr near Shendi. 

AL-NAQAR w. AL-SHĀʿIR, fl. early 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1967), i, 24-25; idem (1977), 30-31; Dīwān Ḥājj al-
Māḥī, 4. 

The first known religious panegyrist in the Nilotic Sudan, he is con-
sidered to be the founding father of madīḥ among the Jaʿaliyyūn. His 
name suggests that his father was a transmitter of poetry, since shāʿir 
also bears that meaning in Sudanese colloquial Arabic. Two of his 
many poems are still performed today. 

1. Madḥat al-salāma. 
Sudanese panegyrists commonly open their madīḥ sessions with this 
famous poem, whose verses, which allegedly number one hundred, 
probably contain additions by later poets. 
Publ. extracts in Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 30-31. 

2. Nasīm al-janna. 
The second of al-Naqar’s poems which is still performed today. 

Seven of al-Naqar’s descendants were particularly renowned as poets 
of madāʾiḥ, among them: 

ṢĀLIḤ AL-AMĪN, d. c. 1888. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1967), i, 206-15, a selection of his poetry. 

and his son, MUḤAMMAD b. ṢĀLIḤ AL-AMĪN, d. in the 1940s. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 443-58, a selection of his poetry. 

THE DIQŪNĀB 

The Diqūnāb or Diqunāb were a family of ʿĀliyāb Jaʿaliyyūn who 
were known especially for their introduction of new melodies and a 
new rhythm, matakī, into madīḥ. The first member of the family some 
of whose work survives is: 
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AḤMAD al-Diqūnī al-ʿĀliyābī al-Jaʿalī, al-kabīr, b. 1200/1785-86, 
d. 1275/1855-56. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 123-27, examples of his poetry; idem (1977), 
33. 

Nothing is recorded of his life.  

Both his sons, Ṭayfūr and Bābikr, were renowned poets. 

ṬAYFŪR b. AḤMAD al-Diqūnī al-ʿĀliyābī al-Jaʿalī, b. 1240/1824-
25, d. 1325/1907-8. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 131-72, examples of his poetry; idem (1977), 
33 and 69. 

Little is recorded of his life save that he died and is buried at al-
ʿĀliyāb near Shendi. He was an enthusiastic supporter of the Mahdi 
but after the Reconquest in 1898 is said to have destroyed his poetry 
in praise of the Mahdi for fear of the Anglo-Egyptian authorities. The 
same is reported of a number of other poets. 

THE ḤĀSHINḌIWĀB 

A Qādirī religious family claiming Sharīfī descent and living among 
the Masallamāb. They were originally based in al-Dāla, opposite Qōz 
Rajab on the River Atbara, where they had a khalwa. The present-day 
shaykhs trace their descent through Aḥmad, known as al-Badawī, b. 
ʿAbd Allāh b. al-fakī ʿĪsā b. al-fakī ʿAlī b. Badawī b. Karam Allāh. 

ʿABD al-QĀDIR b. AḤMAD al-Badawī, known as Wad Ḥāshī, b. c. 
1870, d. c. 1925-30. 

Khartoum (NRO), N.P.R. 1/25/256 (16 June 1915). 

Born in Qōz Rajab; in his youth, ʿAbd al-Qādir travelled widely in 
the Ētbāy region, going as far as Tokar. He founded many mosques, 
for example at Āryāb, Kōkrēb, Hagwamt, and Oko. The Ḥāshinḍiwāb 
only reluctantly joined the Mahdiyya, although ʿAbd al-Qādir’s elder 
brother, al-Ḥasan, served the cause as an official. After the Mahdiyya, 
ʿAbd al-Qādir established a flourishing Qurʾānic school in 
Hamaderārēb opposite Ḥumarī on the River Atbara. After his death, 
his family moved further south because of the drought, establishing 
schools (now only of local importance) first at al-Mazār, then at 
Demeryāy and Angordān respectively. 
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1. Dīwān. 
MS: Bergen nos. within NI 781-95, incomplete photocopy. 

2. Mawlid. 
MS: in the possession of Muḥammad Ṣāliḥ Muḥammad Aḥmad 
Mūsā, Angordān (R. Atbara), 22 ff. 

THE KASĀWĀB 

A clan celebrated for producing madīḥ. The clan’s origins are said to 
go back to one al-sharīf Rayyāsh b. al-sharīf Muḥammad Ṭirayfī who 
came to the Sudan from Mecca in 700/1300-1. He was a noted teacher 
who had many pupils. Among his descendants was al-sharīf ʿAlī al-
Khāṭir al-ʿUqaylī; among the latter’s descendants was al-sharīf Sh. 
ʿAbd Allāh al-Ṭirayfī al-ʿArakī, ancestor of the ʿArakiyyūn holy clan 
(v. supra, Chapter One). The immediate ancestor of the Kasāwāb was 
one Ḥamad Kasāwī, a nomad of the southern Gezira who is said to 
have been a contemporary of the ʿAbdallāb ruler, ʿAbd Allāh Jammāʿ 
(early 16th cent.; v. Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 202-3, for 
the etymology of the name, Kasāwī). The first member of the clan 
some of whose poetry survives was, 

MUḤAMMAD b. ḤAMAD, Abū Kasāwī, born 1117/1705-6, d. 
1250/1834-35. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 207-9; idem (1977), 33. 

Studied first with his father and was then initiated as a Sufi by Sh. 
ʿAwaḍ al-Jīd, known as Wad ʿUfayna or rājil ʿufayna, a faqīh from 
the Khawālda people. He visited or met Aḥmad al-Ṭayyib w. al-
Bashīr (d. 1824, q.v.) and the latter’s khalīfa, Muḥammad al-Tōm w. 
Bān al-Naqā of the Yaʿqūbāb holy clan (q.v.). However, he and his 
family remained Qādirī. He made the pilgrimage three times and on 
the third occasion stayed for some time in Medina. He then settled at 
Umm ʿUrf on the Blue Nile, which later became known as Wad Ab 
Kasāwī. He died in the area of Abū ʿAwf. He arranged many poems 
in praise of the Prophet of which only one survives. He also composed 
hymns for the use of the brotherhoods, especially the Qādiriyya. Two 
of his sons, Aḥmad and ʿAbd al-Qādir, were also poets. 

1. al-Māḥī al-mukarram. 
Publ. Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 208-9. 
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ʿABD AL-QĀDIR b. MUḤAMMAD b. ḤAMAD Abū Kasāwī, b. 
1250/1834-35, d. 1300/1882-83. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1967), i, 216-25, examples of his poetry; idem (1976), 
iii, 340, and idem (1977), 64-65 and 92-93. 

He was a student of al-Shaykh al-ʿUbayd w. Badr (q.v.) at Umm 
Ḍubbān where he wrote poetry for the Qādiriyya. He was the most 
renowned poet of the Kasāwāb. 

AḤMAD b. ḤAMAD (or MUḤAMMAD?) Abū Kasāwī, b. 
1220/1805-6, d. 1304/1886-87. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 213-52, examples of his poetry; idem (1977), 
77. 

It is not certain whether he was the son of Muḥammad b. Ḥamad Abū 
Kasāwī (q.v.). Nothing is recorded of his life except that he died in 
Omdurman, where he had gone to give his allegiance to the Mahdi.  

MUḤAMMAD ZAYN b. AḤMAD b. MUḤAMMAD Abū Kasāwī, 
b. 1265/1848-49, d. 1325/1907-8. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1974), 279-83; idem (1976), iii, 255-84; idem (1977), 
16. 

No details of his life are recorded. He wrote poetry in praise of both 
the Prophet and the Mahdi; see Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan, op. cit., 
for examples. 

AL-MUKHTĀR b. AḤMAD b. MUḤAMMAD Abū Kasāwī, b. 
1279/1862-63, d. 1335/1916-17. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 273-84, examples of his poetry. 

Little is recorded of his life except that he was a close friend of the 
poet Aḥmad b. Abī Sharīʿa (q.v.).  

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 99, also lists a certain al-Bashīr 
Abū Kasāwī. 

THE QADDŌRĀB 

A Jummūʿī family of panegyrists from the White Nile who descend 
from, 
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ʿABD AL-QĀDIR w. JABŪR, known as Qaddōra w. Jabūr, fl. early 
19th cent.? 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1967), i, 191-205, a selection of his poetry; idem (1977), 
31-32, 69-70; Dīwān Wad Saʿd, 33 and 36. 

Died near the River Dinder. He was known for several particular 
rhythms, for example al-ṭār al-Qaddōrī, and styles of performance, 
for example the acceleration of the tempo. 

INDIVIDUAL POETS 

In the following list, poets who flourished mainly before the 
Mahdiyya are given. There is, however, some overlap with Chapter 
Twelve. 

ʿABD AL-QAYYŪM, al-shaykh (title or name?), mid and late 19th 
cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 100. 

ʿAwaḍī Jaʿalī. 

 ʿABD AL-RAḤMĀN w. KŪR (or KAWR), mid 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 100. 

Shāyqī. 

al-sharīf ABŪ ’L-QĀSIM w. AL-KŪQLĪ, d. c. 1930. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 477-500, and idem (1977), 99. 

A Sharīf from the Blue Nile; he was a friend of Aḥmad b. Abī Sharīʿa 
(q.v.) and, like him, wrote poetry in praise of the Mahdi. Examples, 
including one entitled Mahdī Allāh, are given in Qurashī Muḥammad 
Ḥasan (1976), 477-500. 

AḤMAD w. ʿABD AL-MALIK, and his sons, ʿABBĀS and 
MUḤAMMAD. 

No information is given beyond their names. 
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AḤMAD b. AḤMAD ABĪ SHARĪʿA b. MUḤAMMAD NŪR b. 
ḤASAN b. al-faqīh ʿALĪ w. ABĪ ḤALĪMA, b. 1269/1852-3, d. c. 
1930. 

Trimingham (1949), 157 n. 3; Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1968), ii, 212-68 
(examples of his poetry); idem (1974), 212-48; idem (1977), 16, 43-44, 55, 63, 71, 
and 100; Dīwān Wad Saʿd, 26, 29 and 34. 

One of the major poets of the Mahdiyya; a Jaʿalī who was born in a 
village near Shendi and studied in Rufāʿa. He joined the Mahdi in 
Kordofan after the fall of al-Ubayyiḍ. 

It is said that he burnt his poetry in praise of the Mahdi at the time 
of the reconquest in 1898. Collections, however, are said to have been 
preserved privately. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan considers that he brought a new style, 
both in terms of form and content, to madāʾiḥ.  

1. Dīwān Abī Sharīʿa fī madḥ ṣāḥib al-sharīʿa. 
Publ. Khartoum 1931; Cairo, n.d. 

AḤMAD b. MUḤAMMAD b. SAʿD al-Jaʿalī al-Saʿdābī, known as 
Aḥmad wad Saʿd, b. c. 1830, d. c. 1926. 

al-Ḍarīr, 2nd edn. (1967), 175-78; Hillelson (1935), 152-54; Qurashī Muḥammad 
Ḥasan (1950), ed. Mukhtārāt min madāʾiḥ Wad Saʿd, and idem, 1977, ed. Dīwān Wad 
Saʿd; see also Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1968), ii, 89-197; idem (1974), intro., 18-
23 and 19-176; idem (1977), 14, 53, 55-56, 62-63, 78 and 161-68. 

A member of the ruling Saʿdāb clan of the Jaʿaliyyūn of Shendi. 
Following the killing of Ismāʿīl Pasha and the destruction of Shendi 
in 1821, Aḥmad’s father along with many other Jaʿaliyyūn fled south 
into the Gezira where they settled in a village that became known as 
Saʿdāb. 

After the usual Koranic education, Aḥmad went to study at al-
Azhar. On his return to the Sudan, he became a student of Ḥamad al-
Nīl al-Ṭirayfī (see Hill, Biog. Dic., 147) at Abū Ḥarāz. Aḥmad is said 
to have been a friend of al-Zubayr Raḥma Pasha (q.v.) whom he vis-
ited in Darfur, that is sometime between 1873 and 1875, and to whom 
he wrote an encomium (given in Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 
218-19). 

He became an enthusiastic supporter of the Mahdi whom he joined 
in al-Ubayyiḍ and to whom, as to the Khalifa, he wrote praise poetry. 
The Mahdi authorised him formally to compose poetry, “Since poems 
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of praise (madḥ) are a source of terror for unbelievers and an exhorta-
tion and reminder for the mujāhidīn”; Kramer, thesis (1991), 162, 
quoting the Mahdi’s letter dated 9 Rajab 1301/5 May 1884 (Abū 
Salīm, Fihris no. 308). 

After the reconquest, like a number of other poets, he concealed 
these poems. 

After the fall of Omdurman, he moved with a number of followers 
and settled at the village of al-Walī in the Ḥalāwiyyīn country, where 
he died and was buried. 

His poetry is published in two works by Qurashī Muḥammad 
Ḥasan; the first is based on a partial manuscript; the second based on 
a more complete dīwān obtained in 1967. 

1. Dīwān Wad Saʿd fī madḥ rasūl Allāh ṣallā Allāh ʿ alayhi wa-sallam 
wa’l-imām al-Mahdī wa-khulafāʾihi, [ed. Qurashī Muḥammad 
Ḥasan]. 
The vol. also contains poetry by Muḥammad b. Aḥmad, known as 
Wad al-Tuwaym (q.v.) and others. 
Publ. Khartoum: T. al-Waṭaniyya, n.d. [1950], 160 pp. (SLUK 3439). 

2. Dīwān Aḥmad wad Saʿd. 
Publ. Khartoum: KUP, 1977, ed. Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan, 219 pp., 
comprising 114 poems. 

AḤMAD AL-QALʿA, and his son, ʿABD ALLĀH b. AḤMAD. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1968), íi, 198-211, poems by the father; idem (1974), 
257-66; idem (1977), 100. 

Jalāliyyūn; the father became an enthusiastic poet of the Mahdiyya. 
He survived the Mahdist period and spent the last years of his life at 
Umm Maraḥī on the Blue Nile. 

AḤMAD w. SULAYMĀN, d. 1919. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1974), 267-77; idem (1976), iii, 339-413; idem (1977), 
99. 

A member of the Zarānikha (or Zanārikha?) section of the Fitayḥāb 
who pastured in a district near Omdurman called al-Qalʿa (see 
MacMichael (1922), i, 221-22). Aḥmad studied at the khalwa of Umm 
Ḍubbān as a student of al-Shaykh al-ʿUbayd w. Badr (q.v.). He wrote 
poetry in praise of al-Shaykh al-ʿUbayd and his people, as did ʿAbd 
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al-Qādir al-Kasāwī (q.v.) who also studied at Umm Ḍubbān. Aḥmad’s 
Sufi hymns were widely used by the Qādiriyya order. 

Aḥmad became an enthusiastic supporter of the Mahdi, writing 
praise poetry both to him and to the Khalifa. An unpublished dīwān 
has been preserved by his son, Badr w. Aḥmad. 

After the reconquest, he settled at Daym al-Fitayḥāb and taught at 
Umm Ḍubbān. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 341-413, gives a number of 
examples of his poetry, among them: 

1. Qaṣīda fī madḥ al-Mahdī. 
Opens: Sīd buqʿat al-masjid. 
Poem in praise of the Mahdi. 
Publ. Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1974), 270-77, and idem (1976), 
iii, 341-47. 

2. Qaṣīda fī madḥ al-Shaykh al-ʿUbayd. 
Opens: Sīd buqʿat Umm Ḍubbān. 
Poem in praise of Muḥammad b. Aḥmad al-Masallamābī, known as 
al-Shaykh al-ʿUbayd w. Badr (q.v.). 
Publ. Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 359-63. 

3. Qaṣīda fī rithāʾ Dafʿ Allāh al-Gharqān. 
Opens: Gharrānā al-ʿubūs al-dunyā dār al-shuʾm. 
Elegy for Dafʿ Allāh al-Gharqān (d. 1917). 
Publ. Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 364-65. 

al-sharīf AḤMAD ṬĀHĀ, d. 1882. 

Giegler (1984), 193 and 198; Hill, Biog. Dic., 39-40; Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan 
(1977), 13. 

Mahdist leader and poet; died in battle in the Gezira fighting against 
C.C. Giegler Pasha. Examples of his poetry are quoted by Qurashī 
Muḥammad Ḥasan, op.cit. 

AḤMAD w. TAMĪM, fl. mid 19th cent. 
and his son, MUḤAMMAD w. AḤMAD w. TAMĪM. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1967), i, 121-90; idem (1968), ii, 121-90, a selection of 
poetry by father and son; idem (1974), 249-56; idem (1977), 12, 14-15, 34, 42, 69 and 
99. Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan has a Dīwān Wad Tamīm under preparation. 
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An ʿĀliyābī Jaʿalī. The father left the ʿĀliyāb country and travelled 
as far as Darfur. He became an enthusiastic Mahdist and an opponent 
of Turkish rule; Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1974), 249-56, and idem 
(1977), 12, 14-15 and 42, quotes poetry on these themes. He later set-
tled in the district of al-Ḥōsh on the Blue Nile in a village called 
Zimām where he established a khalwa.  

Muḥammad continued his father’s khalwa; he died at the end of the 
Mahdiyya and was buried in Omdurman (Bayt al-Māl quarter), where 
his tomb became a place of pilgrimage. Like his father, Muḥammad 
wrote much poetry in praise of the Mahdi. Examples are given in 
Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 42 and 69 and Dīwān Wad Saʿd, 
17-18, 26 and 35. 

AḤMAD YŪSUF NIʿMA, b. 1294/1878. 

Mikhāʾīl (1924), 88-90; ʿAbd al-Raḥīm (1936), i, 103-4; Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan 
(1977), 100. 

A Shāyqī; he was born at Rufāʿa, where he studied with his father and 
others. He served as a qāḍī in Rufāʿa.  

1. Qaṣīda ḥāʾiyya fī madḥ al-nabī.  
Opens: Fī ’l-qalb min ḥubb al-ḥisān jirāḥ. 
Poem in praise of the Prophet. 
Publ. Mikhāʾīl (1924), 89-90; ʿAbd al-Raḥīm (1936), i, 103-4. 

2. Qaṣīda maqṣūra fī madḥ al-sayyid ʿAlī al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: Sirr al-ḥaqīqa fī zawāyāka ’nzawā. 
Poem in praise of ʿAlī al-Mīrghanī (1878-1968). 
Publ. Mikhāʾīl (1924), 88-89. 

ʿALĪ w. ḤALĪB, d. before 1790, 
and his son, AL-ḤĀJJ b. ʿALĪ w. ḤALĪB. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1968), ii, 226-45, examples of the father’s poetry; idem 
(1977), 34-37 and 100. 

The father from al-Kanīsa seems to have been the first prominent poet 
of madāʾiḥ to have emerged among the Shāyqiyya. He was one of the 
teachers of Ḥājj al-Māḥī (q.v.) who noted his skill on the rabāba. 
Originally a worldly poet, he later turned to praise of the Prophet. 

The following two poems are by the son. 
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1. al-Salāma. 
Opens: al-Shōq lē al-fī Ṭayba. 
In praise of the Prophet, “who is in Ṭayba (i.e. Medina)”; 37 verses 
composed in a style similar to that of al-Naqar w. Shāʿir’s Madḥat al-
salāma, and used by Shāyqī madīḥ singers to open their perfor-
mances. 
Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 35-37. 

2. Mushtāq li’l-rasūl al-ghālī nāwī-lō. 
In praise of the Prophet; two verses published in Diwān Ḥājj al-Māḥī, 
9. 

ʿAṬĀʾ AL-MANNĀN, mid and late 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 100. 

Shāyqī.  

BASHĪR AL-KHAYR, late 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 100. 

Shāyqī Bidayrī.  

BINT AL-MAKKĀWĪ, late 19th cent., and her father AL-
MAKKĀWI, early 19th cent. 

ʿAbd al-Raḥīm (1935), 50; Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 11. 

Some of her poetry in praise of the Mahdi is still extant. Qurashī 
Muḥammad Ḥasan quotes from one poem by her father. 

1. Qaṣīda fī madḥ Aḥmad al-Ṭayyib wad al-Bashīr. 
Opens: Yā lēlī lēlak jannā [sic]. 
Publ. Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 91-92. 

ḤAMZA FARAḤ, mid 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 100 

Jaʿalī. 

ḤANĪN AL-MIṢRĪ, fl. before 1820. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 37 and 66. 
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He is considered to have introduced the use of the ṭār (hand drum) to 
accompany his madīḥ. None of his work survives. 

ḤASAN AL-BAṢRĪ, b. ʿABD ALLĀH b. AL-AMĪN b. 
MUḤAMMAD b. AL-AMĪN b. SHURAḤ BĀSKĪL al-Rubāṭābī, d. 
in the 1940s. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 417-39, examples of his poetry. 

His grandfather, al-Amīn b. Muḥammad, was known by the name of 
his mother, Umm Ḥaqīn (or Ḥaqqayn?), who was a descendant of 
malik Sāmkiyya, one of the kings of the Jummūʿiyya. 

Ḥasan al-Baṣrī was born on Islanj Island, north of Khartoum. He 
studied with his grandfather who had taken the Sammāniyya from 
Aḥmad al-Ṭayyīb w. al-Bashīr (q.v.) and who had established a 
khalwa on the island. 

Ḥasan settled in the district of al-Turʿa al-khaḍrāʾ on the White Nile 
where he wrote and disseminated his poetry. He returned to Islanj 
where he died. 

ḤAYĀTĪ ḤAMAD, mid and late 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 100. 

A Jaʿalī from the Blue Nile.  

IBN SHAMMĀL, mid and late 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 100. 

Jaʿalī.  

AL-MĀḤĪ b. MUḤAMMAD b. AL-SHAYKH b. AḤMAD b. ʿABD 
ALLĀH, known as Ḥājj al-Māḥī, b. 1194/1780-81 or 1204/1789-90, 
d. 1287/1870-71. 

Dīwān Ḥājj al-Māḥī, ed. ʿUmar al-Ḥusayn Muḥammad Khayr, intro., 1-15; Qurashī 
Muḥammad Ḥasan (1968), 1-88 (selection of poetry); idem (1977), 12, 67 and 80-81; 
idem (1981); O’Fahey (1990), 166-67; Karrar (1992), 106 and 115. 

A Shāyqī whose family was of Jaʿalī (Masallamābī?) origin, al-Māḥī 
was born and died at al-Kāsinjar (near Karīma). Originally an illiterate 
worldly poet (an example of his worldly love poetry is given in Dīwān 
Ḥājj al-Māḥī, p. 1- dhāl), he later in his life turned to religious poetry 
– a fact sometimes attributed to his becoming a follower of Ibrāhīm 
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al-Rashīd (q.v.). His descendants are still famous as composers and 
performers of madīḥ. 

Al-ḥājj al-Māḥī is considered to be one of the greatest poets of 
madīḥ. 

1. Dīwān Ḥājj al-Māḥī. 
Publ. ed. ʿUmar al-Ḥusayn Muḥammad Khayr, Khartoum: al-Dār al-
Sūdāniyya li’l-kutub, n.d. [after 1971]. This ed. contains 132 poems 
out of allegedly approximately 330 composed that have been pre-
served in manuscript by the poet’s family. Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan 
(1968), 1-88, also presents a substantial selection. 

2. Yā ḥabībī Aḥmad ṭabībī. 
Publ. as a record with text and German transl. in Dikr und Madīḥ/ 
Sudan, ed. Artur Simon, Berlin: Museum Collection, 1980 (MC 10), 
D 1. This record also includes the texts and recordings (1974) of three 
of al-Māḥī’s poems contained in the Dīwān. 

AL-MANBŪR MUḤAMMAD, late 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1974), 285-91. 

Two of his Mahdist poems have survived, one an elegy on the Mahdi. 
They are published in Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1974), 285-91. 

MUḤAMMAD ABŪ KHASHABA, mid and late 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 45 and 99. 

A Muḥammadābī Jaʿalī from the Blue Nile.  

MUḤAMMAD b. AḤMAD b. MUḤAMMAD b. ʿABD ALLĀH, 
known as Muḥammad Wad al-Tuwaym, late 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1974), 179-204, a collection of his Mahdist poetry; idem 
(1977), 15 and 45; Hofheinz (1991), 179-82. 

A member of Tuwaymāb Jaʿaliyyūn and a famous poet of the 
Mahdiyya. A student of Aḥmad w. Saʿd (q.v.), he joined the Mahdi 
during one of the battles in the Gezira. 

al-ḥājj MUḤAMMAD AL-ʿĀQIB b. AḤMAD b. SAʿD, fl. 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1968), ii, 73-120, examples of his poetry; idem (1977), 
11-12, 56 and 100; Dīwān Wad Saʿd, 15-17; Dīwān Ḥājj al-Māḥī, 5. 
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An ʿAwaḍī Jaʿalī who lived and died at Qōz Badr near Shendi. He is 
said to have witnessed the destruction of Shendi in 1823 at the hands 
of the daftardār Muḥammad Bey Khusraw. He made the pilgrimage 
with Muḥammad al-Azraq b. Aḥmad Ab Jadarī b. Ḥamad b. 
Muḥammad al-Majdhūb (1787- c. 1863). 

MUḤAMMAD BAKHĪT RAḤMAT ALLĀH al-Jaʿalī al-ʿAbbāsī, b. 
1290/1873-74; d. 1361/1942-43. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 461-73; idem (1977), 63 and 100. 

1. al-Durar fī madḥ khayr al-bashar. 
Publ. as K. dīwān al-madīḥ al-musammā bi’l-Durar fī madḥ khayr al-
bashar, ed. Muḥammad ʿAlī Ṣubayḥ, Cairo 1343/1924-25, 124 pp. 
(SLUK 3459). 

MUḤAMMAD wad DARAMA, or DARMĀN, late 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 503-5, examples of his poetry, and idem 
(1977), 43 and 100. 

An ʿĀliyābī Jaʿalī; he is said to have been related to the poet, Aḥmad 
w. Tamīm (q.v.). 

MUḤAMMAD b. ḤASAN, known as Wad Ḥājja, b. 1221/1806-7, d. 
1290/1873-74. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 47-79, examples of his poetry; idem (1977), 
53, 57 and 67. 

A Masallamābī Jaʿalī who was born at al-Fādniyya. Little is recorded 
of his life although he left a considerable body of poetry. 

MUḤAMMAD w. AL-NŪR, b. 1833, d. 1920. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1976), iii, 329-36, examples of his poetry. 

He became an enthusiastic supporter of the Mahdi in whose praise he 
wrote poetry, but he returned to writing in praise of the Prophet after 
the reconquest. He settled and died near Sawākin.  

MUḤAMMAD w. SAʿĪD, late 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 100. 

Shāyqī Bidayrī.  
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MUḤAMMAD SHIBŪ, late 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 100. 

Shāyqī. 

MUḤAMMAD b. MUḤAMMAD ṢĀLIḤ b. MUḤAMMAD, known 
as Wad Sūrkittī, d. 1929. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1974), 293-309, a selection of his Mahdist poetry; idem 
(1977), 46 and 100; Kramer, thesis (1991), 86 and 312 n. 106. 

A Shāyqī Bidayrī, he was born at al-Maqal in Dār al-Shāyqiyya. His 
father sent him to study at Nūrī and he later went to Egypt to al-Azhar. 

He became a devoted Mahdist, “who removed his shoes before en-
tering the city, explaining that Omdurman contained the remains of 
the Mahdi and he was thus showing his respect for the city’s sanctity” 
(Kramer, thesis (1991), 86). 

AL-NAQĀSHĀBĪ, ʿAbd al-Raḥīm, late 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 100. 

Shāyqī Bidayrī.  

AL-QARASH, mid 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 37 and 100. 

Jaʿalī.  

AL-QURAYSHĪ, mid 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 100. 

Shāyqī.  

ṢĀʾIGH AL-JIRAYF, mid 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 100. 

Shāyqī Bidayrī. An extract from his poetry is given in Dīwān Wad 
Saʿd, 35. 

UMM MISAYMIS, late 19th cent. 

Shuqayr (1903), iii, 88; ʿĀbidīn (1967), 196-97; Sulaymān Khālid ʿAbd al-Maḥmūd, 
al-Furūsiyya fī ’l-shiʿr al-shaʿbī al-Sūdānī, Alexandria n.d. (1965), passim, and 
Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 10. 
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From the Masallamiyya of the Gezira, Umm Misaymis was famous 
primarily as a poet of war and heroism. Many of her poems in praise 
of al-Zubayr Pasha Raḥma al-Manṣūr (q.v.) and various Mahdist 
commanders were remembered and later written down. 

WAD ĀMINA, mid 19th cent. 

Qurashī Muḥammad Ḥasan (1977), 100. 

Shāyqī. 

NON-RELIGIOUS POETRY 

IBRĀHĪM b. MUḤAMMAD b. IBRĀHĪM w. AL-FARRĀSH, 
known as Shāʿir Barbar, b. 1847, d. c. 1883. 

Ibrāhīm’s father had emigrated to Berber from Bilbeis (in Egypt) to 
avoid military service. He became personal agent to Muḥammad Bey 
Ḥilmī Ibrāhīm, the Governor of Berber Province, married the 
daughter of a rich Berber trader of Egyptian origin, Muḥammad Faḍl, 
and became wealthy himself. Being mainly interested in the martial 
arts, Ibrāhīm escaped school and the religious career his father had 
planned for him by joining the Turkish army at the age of fourteen. In 
the course of his service, he travelled widely in the Sudan, especially 
in the Beja country where he was responsible for collecting taxes and 
paying salaries to the local chiefs. He acquired an intimate knowledge 
of the Beja and even learned their language.1 He also participated in 
various campaigns, among them the campaign against Sultan Hārūn 
al-Rashīd (d. 1882) in Darfur. At the end of his career, he suffered 
disciplinary transfer (allegedly because a high-ranking qāḍī of Berber 
had informed against him). He asked to be discharged, and died of 
malaria shortly afterwards. 

1. Dīwān al-Farrāsh, shāʿir Barbar. 
220 poems (mostly quatrains) in Sudanese colloquial Arabic; the 
subjects are women, his travels, his camel, military life, and self-
pride. 
Publ. Khartoum: D. al-Sūdāniyya li’l-kutub, n.d. 

                                                   
1 Four of his quatrains end with a line in Beja. 
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MUḤAMMAD b. AḤMAD b. ʿAWAḌ AL-KARĪM ABŪ SINN, 
known as al-Ḥārdallō, b. c. 1830, d. 1916 or 1917. 

Shuqayr (1967), 1137; Hillelson (1935), 136-39; al-Mubārak Ibrāhīm and ʿAbd al-
Majīd ʿĀbidīn, al-Ḥārdallō, shāʿir al-Buṭāna, Khartoum 1957; ʿAbd al-Majīd 
ʿĀbidīn, “Al-Ḥārdallō, amīr al-shiʿr al-shaʿbī bi’l-Sūdān,” al-Majalla, lxx, 
November 1962; ʿĀbidīn (1967), 197; Hill, Biog. Dic., 248 and 404; Sayyid Ḥāmid 
Ḥurrayz, Fann al-misdār, dirāsa fī ’l-shiʿr al-shaʿbī al-Sūdānī, Khartoum: KUP, 
1976, index. 

Son of the Shukriyya nāẓir, Aḥmad Bey b. ʿ Awaḍ al-Karīm Abū Sinn, 
who was governor of Khartoum for ten years (1860-70; see Hill, Biog. 
Dic., 30), al-Ḥārdallō was the leading poet of the Shukriyya. His fame 
spread far beyond his own tribe. He was born in the Buṭāna steppe 
where he spent much of his life. He initially supported the Mahdi and 
served as deputy wakīl over the Shukriyya before being imprisoned 
by the Khalifa. After the Mahdiyya, he led a quiet life of seclusion. 
He died at Reyra in the Buṭāna. 

1. Dīwān. 
All the poetry is in Sudanese colloquial Arabic. 
Publ. (1) al-Ḥārdallō shāʿir al-Buṭāna, ed. al-Mubārak Ibrāhīm and 
ʿAbd al-Majīd ʿĀbidīn, Khartoum 1957 or 1958, (2) Dīwān al-
Ḥārdallō,̄ ed. Ibrāhīm al-Ḥārdallō, Khartoum: D. al-Sūdāniyya, 3rd. 
edn. 1983. 

“STUDIES IN THE SUDANESE HERITAGE” 

The following lists a selection from the series of mimeograph 
volumes put out by the Sudan Research Unit (later, the Institute of 
African and Asian Studies), University of Khartoum, under the title, 
Silsila dirāsāt al-turāth al-Sūdānī. Although not all are directly cited 
in the present volume, they are listed here because they constitute the 
major corpus of Sudanese popular literature. 

ʿAbd Allāh, Sayyid Muḥammad (1974), Min ḥayāṭ wa-turāth al-
Nūba bi-minṭaqat al-Sukkōt. No. 20. 

ʿAbd al-Qādir, ʿAbd Allāh (1969), Min al-shuʿarāʾ al-Fādniyya. No. 
9. 

al-Ḥasan, ʿAbd Allāh Aḥmad (1974), al-Turāth al-shaʿbī li-qabīlat 
al-Rashāʾida. No. 21. 

Ḥurrayz, Sayyid Ḥāmid (1969), Min masādīr al-Shukriyya. No. 6. 
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Ibrāhīm, ʿAbdullāhi ʿAlī, and ʿAbd al-Raḥīm Naṣr (1968), Min Adab 
al-Rubāṭāb al-shaʿbī. No. 4 

Ibrāhīm, Aḥmad ʿUthmān (1965), Min ashʿār al-Shāyqiyya. 
Khartoum: Mk. al-Nashr. 

Ibrāhīm, Muḥammad Aḥmad (1971), Malāmiḥ min turāth Ḥamar al-
shaʿbī. No. 15. 

ʿĪsā, ʿĪsā Aḥmad (1990), Min turāth al-Misīriyya al-Zurq al-shaʿbī. 
No. 34. 

Muḥammad, Faraḥ ʿĪsā (1982), al-Turāth al-shaʿbī li-qabīlat al-
Taʿāīsha. No. 29. 

Naṣr, Aḥmad ʿAbd al-Raḥīm (1969), Taʾrīkh al-ʿAbdullāb. No. 7. 
al-Ṭayyib, al-Ṭayyib Muḥammad (1969), al-Turāth al-shaʿbī li-

qabīlat al-Manāṣīr. No. 8. 
al-Ṭayyib, al-Ṭayyib Muḥammad (1970), al-Turāth al-shaʿbī li-

qabīlat al-Ḥamrān. No. 12. 
al-Ṭayyib, al-Ṭayyib Muḥammad (1971), al-Turāth al-shaʿbī li-

qabīlat al-Batāḥīn. No. 16. 
al-Zayn, Ādam (1970), al-Turāth al-shaʿbī li-qabīlat al-Musabbaʿāt. 

No. 10. 
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fī ’l-Sūdan. Khartoum. 

ʿAlī, Muḥammad Muḥammad (1389/1969), al-Shiʿr al-Sūdānī fī ’l-
maʿārik al-siyāsiyya, 1821-1924. Cairo 

al-Amīn, ʿIzz al-Dīn (1969), Turāth al-shiʿr fī ’l-Sūdān. Cairo. 
Department of Folklore, IAAS, Khartoum (1976), Folklore Archives 

General Index. Khartoum. 
Hillelson, S. (1920), “Historical poems and traditions of the 

Shukriyya”, SNR, iii, 33-75. 
Ḥurrayz, Sayyid Ḥāmid (1976), Fann al-misdār. Dirāsa fī ’l-shiʿr al-

shaʿbī al-Sūdānī. Khartoum. 
Ismāʿīl, ʿIzz al-Dīn (1968), al-Shiʿr al-qawmī fī ’l-Sūdān. Beirut. 
al-Milayk, Ṣalāḥ al-Dīn (1975), Shuʿarāʾ al-waṭaniyya fī ’l-Sūdān 

min ʿahd al-Fūnj ilā ʿām 1970. Khartoum. 



 POPULAR POETRY 91 

al-Ṣiddīq, ʿAbd al-Hādī (1973), Uṣūl al-shiʿr al-Sūdānī. Khartoum. 
al-Shūsh, Muḥammad Ibrāhīm (1971), al-Shiʿr al-ḥadīth fī ’l-Sūdān, 

vol. 1 (all published), 2nd. edn., Khartoum. 
al-Shūsh, Muḥammad Ibrāhīm (1973), Adab wa-udabāʾ. Khartoum. 
al-Yāzijī, Ḥalīm (1985), al-Sūdān wa’l-ḥaraka al-adabiyya, 2 vols., 

Beirut. 


