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CHAPTER EIGHT 

THE KHATMIYYA TRADITION 

by 

R.S. O’Fahey, Albrecht Hofheinz and Bernd Radtke 

NOTE: In listing Khatmiyya writings, references are given to the 
major printed collections of writings by short title. These collections 
are listed in full at the end of the chapter. It is to these printings or 
edns. that page references are given. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Mīrghanīs (Ar., Marāghina) were a Sharīfian family of Mecca 
who in the eighteenth century moved their main centre to al-Salāma 
near al-Ṭāʾif. The Mīrghanī tradition of scholarship appears to go 
back to at least the beginning of the eighteenth century, while the 
family achieved more than local fame with the career of ʿAbd Allāh 
al-Maḥjūb al-Mīrghanī (q.v.). The Mīrghanī family’s direct connex-
ion with northeast Africa, but especially with the Sudan and Eritrea, 
began when Muḥammad ʿUthmān, the founder of the Khatmiyya 
ṭarīqa, undertook a missionary journey through the northern Sudan 
between about 1815 and 1820. Following Muḥammad ʿUthmān’s 
death in 1852, the Khatmiyya soon split up organisationally with 
quasi-independent branches in Egypt, the Sudan, Eritrea, the Yemen 
and Somalia, but preserved a common identity through a shared 
devotional life and intermarriage between the various branches of 
the Mīrghanī family. 

Few manuscripts of the writings of the Khatmiyya are accessible 
in public collections, even in the Sudan. The following listing is 
based largely on printed and some ms. sources, of all the writings 
known to us by members of the family and adherents of the ṭarīqa. 
There are known to be extensive collections of material in private 
possession in Khartoum and Kasalā, the seats of the central leader-
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ship of the Sudanese Khatmiyya today.  — We have, for the sake 
of completeness and because earlier members of the family appear 
to have had connexions with Africa, included writers from the 
family before Muḥammad ʿUthmān.1 

 

THE MĪRGHANĪ FAMILY 

MUḤAMMAD AMĪN b. ʿALĪ al-Mīrghanī, fl. 1144/1731. 

GAL S II, 606; Kaḥḥāla, ix, 72. 

No biographical information. 

1. Kashf al-marām ʿan faḍāʾil Ramaḍān. 
GAL S II, 606. 

MUḤAMMAD AMĪN b. ḤASAN b. MUḤAMMAD AMĪN al-
Mīrghanī, d. Shaʿbān 1161/July-August 1748. 

GAL S II, 910 Anhang; al-Rīfī (1404/1983), 9. 

Meccan scholar. His teachers included ʿAbd Allāh b. Sālim al-Baṣrī 
(1048/1638-39–1134/1721-22; a Shāfiʿī ḥadīth scholar; Aʿlām, iv, 
88), Tāj al-Dīn ʿAlī b. Muḥammad al-Qalʿī (d. 1172/1758-59, a 
Ḥanafī poet; Aʿlām, v, 16), and Tāj al-Dīn al-Dahhān. 

1. Ḥāshiya ʿalā ’l-Durr al-mukhtār. 
Gloss on Muḥammad b. ʿAlāʾ al-Dīn al-Ḥaṣkafī (1025/1616-
1088/1677; GAL II, 311; S II, 428; Aʿlām, vi, 293), al-Durr al-
mukhtār fī sharḥ Tanwīr al-abṣār, a Ḥanafī lawbook by Aḥmad al-
Timirtāshī (d. 1004/1595; GAL II, 311; S II, 428). 

2. Ḥāshiya ʿalā Sharḥ al-Zaylaʿī. 
Gloss on ʿUthmān b. ʿAlī al-Zaylaʿī (d. 743/1342-43; GAL II, 78, 
196; S II, 86, 265), Tabyīn al-ḥaqāʾiq fī sharḥ Kanz al-daqāʾiq, one 
of the more influential comm. on the popular Ḥanafī handbook by 

                                     

1 Thus Muḥammad ʿUthmān’s grandfather, ʿAbd Allāh al-Maḥjūb, had at least one 
student from Maṣawwaʿ, al-Ibāna, 106-7. 
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Abū ’l-Barakāt al-Nasafī (d. 710/1310), Kanz al-daqāʾiq, a synopsis 
of his own K. al-Wāfī (Heffening, art. “al-Nasafī” in EI (2) ). 

3. Ḥurr jalīs wa-anfāl anīs. 
GAL S II, 910. 

4. Izālat al-wahm fī jawāz al-ṣawm ʿinda’l-ʿajz ʿan al-dam. 
al-Rīfī (1404/1983), 9. 

5. Kashf al-qināʿ ʿan taḥrīr al-ṣāʿ. 
al-Rīfī (1404/1983), 9. 

6. al-Qawl al-aḥrā fī wuqūʿ al-ṭalāq al-muʿallaq ʿalā nafaqat al-
ʿidda bi’l-ibrāʾ. 
Refutation of al-Murshidī’s view that divorce was not valid in this 
case. The latter probably refers to a work by either Abū ’l-Wajāha 
ʿAbd al-Raḥmān b. ʿĪsā al-Murshidī (975/1567–1037/1628; see 
GAL II, 380, S II, 513) or his son, Ḥanīf al-Dīn (1014/1605–
1067/1657; Aʿlām, ii, 287). 
al-Rīfī (1404/1983), 9. 

7. Taḥrīr al-niṣāb. 
GAL S II, 910. 

ʿABD ALLĀH AL-MAḤJŪB b. IBRĀHĪM b. ḤASAN b. 
MUḤAMMAD AMĪN b. ʿALĪ al-Mīrghanī al-Makkī al-Ṭāʾifī al-
Nasafī, known as ʿAbd Allāh al-Maḥjūb, b. 1119/1707-8, d. 1207 or 
1208/1792-94.2 

Tāj al-Dīn b. Muḥammad Sarrāj (q.v.), Mawāhib al-ghuyūb; al-Jabartī, ʿAjāʾib, ii, 
147-48; Nafaḥāt Rabbāniyya, 4 (extract from al-Zabīdī, Muʿjam shuyūhkihi); 
Hadiyya, i, 486-87; GAL II, 386; S II, 523; Kaḥḥāla, vi, 16 and 288 [where he is er-
roneously listed separately under the name, ʿAfīf al-Dīn Mīrghanī]; Aʿlām, iv, 187; 
al-Ibāna, 11-14, 118-19; Nafaḥāt Rabbāniyya, 10 (Makkiyya); Karrar (1992), 44, 
56, 69 and 75; Radtke (1992), 103-4; Hofheinz (1992), 11 and 15; Hofheinz 
(forthcoming). 

                                     

2 Tāj al-Dīn b. Muḥammad Sarrāj, Mawāhib al-ghuyūb gives the date of al-Maḥjūb’s 
death as Friday, 13 Muḥarram 1193: 29 Jan. 1779. 
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A great-grandson of the above. A prominent Ḥanafī teacher and Sufi 
who was born in Mecca and died in al-Salāma near al-Ṭāʾif where 
he moved with his family in 1166/1752-53, apparently to avoid 
political problems in Mecca; this “retreat” is said to be the origin of 
his nickname, al-Maḥjūb. 

He was introduced to Sufism by Yūsuf al-Mahdalī, although he 
later claimed direct initiation from the Prophet. He composed his 
own awrād and established his own order, the Mīrghaniyya. 

Among his numerous students was the Indian lexicographer and 
Traditionist, Muḥammad Murtaḍā al-Zabīdī. 

1. al-Anfās al-qudsiyya fī baʿḍ manāqib al-ḥaḍra al-ʿAbbāsiyya. 
GAL S II, 523. 
Hagiography of the Companion and transmitter, ʿAbd Allāh b. 
ʿAbbās (619-87), who spent the last years of his life at al-Ṭāʾif. It 
was probably written after 1166/1752-53 when ʿAbd Allāh al-
Mīrghanī moved to al-Ṭāʾif. 

2. al-Asʾila al-nafsiyya wa’l-ajwiba al-qudsiyya. 
GAL S II, 523. 

3. al-Badr al-munīr. 
Hadiyya, i, 486. 

4. Dhāt al-janb fī maʿnā ’l-dhanb. 
Completed Wednesday 14 Rabīʿ I 1157/ 27 April 1744. On the 
meaning of sin and the question of the sins of the Prophet; see 
Radtke (1992), 103, no. 2.2.3. 
Publ. in Majmūʿ al-awrād, 182-86. 

5. al-Durra al-yatīma fī baʿḍ manāqib [or faḍāʾil] al-sayyida al-
ʿaẓīma. 
Hadiyya, i, 486; GAL S II, 523. 

6. Farāʾiḍ al-dīn wa-wājibāt al-Islām. 
For a comm. by the author on this, see al-Īḍāḥ al-mubīn, no. 11 be-
low. 
Publ. n.p. 1315/1897-98 (copy in Rome (Nallino) [CAN 2724]). 
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7. al-Farīda [or al-Furūgh] al-jawhariyya fī ’l-aʾimma al-ithnay 
ʿashariyya. 
Kaḥḥāla, vii, 16. 
On the Imams of the Twelver Shīʿa; see Hofheinz (1992), 11. 

8. al-Fuyūḍ al-ilāhiyya fī ’l-ṣalāt ʿalā khayr al-bariyya wa’l-
ḥaqāʾiq al-ḥaqqiyya fī ’l-nuʿūt al-muṣṭafawiyya. 
Publ. in Majmūʿ al-awrād, 146-81, from ms. copied by Muḥammad 
ʿĪsāwī al-Shāyqī, 6 Rajab 1319/19 October 1901. 

9. al-Fuyūḍāt al-ḥusnā min mashāhid al-jayb al-asnā. 
Comm. on an arrangement of a poem by ʿAbd al-Ḥusayn ʿAbd al-
Shakūr. 
MS: Damascus (Z) 5931; see al-Māliḥ, Fihris, ii, 428-29. 

10. Ḥikam wa-maʿārif wa-asrār wa-laṭāʾif. 
Essays on Sufism. 
MS: Rabat (BG), dāl 1636; see Fihris al-makhṭūṭāt al-ʿArabiyya, al-
qism al-thālith (1954-1957), i, Rabat 1973, no. 3639. 

11. al-Īḍāḥ al-mubīn bi-sharḥ Farāʾiḍ al-dīn. 
Comm. on his Farāʾiḍ al-dīn, no. 6 above. 
Publ. n.p. 1315/1897-98 (copy in C.G. Nallino’s library, Istituto per 
l’Oriente, Roma [CAN 2724]). 

11a. ʿIqd al-jawāhir fī naẓm al-mafākhir; see al-ʿIqd al-munaẓẓam 
ʿalā ḥurūf al-muʿjam. 

12. al-ʿIqd al-munaẓẓam ʿalā ḥurūf al-muʿjam, or ʿIqd al-jawāhir 
fī naẓm al-mafākhir. 
Dīwān arranged according to the letters of the alphabet; see al-
Jabartī, ʿAjāʾib, ii, 148. 
MS: Khartoum (NRO), Misc., 1/24/273, 5 Muḥarram 1315/6 June 
1897, 36 pp. 
Publ. Cairo: Mk. al-Maḥmūdiyya, 1347/1928-29; Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-
Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 1358/1939, 164 pp.; Cairo: M. ʿAbd al-Raḥmān 
Muḥammad, 1948 (or 1348?). 
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13. Itḥāf al-ināba fī mawāḍiʿ al-ijāba. 
Hadiyya, i, 487. 

14. Itḥāf al-suʿadāʾ bi-manāqib sayyid al-shuhadāʾ. 
GAL S II, 523. 

15. Jawādhib al-qulūb. 
See Radtke (1992), 103, no. 2.2.4; it is mentioned by ʿAbd Allāh al-
Maḥjūb in his Dhāt al-janb and by Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-
Mīrghanī in al-Asrār al-mutarādifa, 104, and al-Nafaḥāt al-
Makkiyya, 21. 
MS: Princeton (Garrett), 1107 H, copied 1173/1760 by Ḥusayn b. 
Ibrāhīm al-Mīrghanī. 

16. al-Jawhara al-shaffāfiyya fī baʿḍ manāqib al-sayyida al-
Ṣiddīqiyya. 
On ʿĀʾisha, the Prophet’s wife. 
GAL S II, 523. 

17. Kanz al-fawāʾid sharḥ Baḥr al-ʿaqāʾid. 
Tāj al-Dīn b. Muḥammad Sarrāj (q.v.), Mawāhib al-ghuyūb. 

18. Kawkab al-thāqib fī nayl aʿlā ’l-marātib. 
Rātib. 
Mentioned by Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, Hibat, 3 (q.v.). 

19. al-Laʾālī al-mufradāt fī adhkār ʿArafāt. 
Hadiyya, i, 487. 

20. al-Maqāṣid al-fukhrā fī baʿḍ manāqib al-sayyida Khadīja al-
kubrā. 
GAL S II, 523. 

21. Marthiya nūniyya. 
Tāj al-Dīn b. Muḥammad Sarrāj (q.v.), Mawāhib al-ghuyūb. 
Elegy. 
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22. Mashāriq al-anwār fī ’l-ṣalāt wa’l-salām ʿalā ’l-nabī al-
mukhtār. 
al-Jabartī, ii, 147; GAL S II, 523. 

23. Mishkāt al-anwār fī awṣāf al-mukhtār. 
Completed 1190/1776-7. 
MS: Cairo (DK) Taymūriyya, taʾrīkh 1905, appendix to the comm. 
on this work by Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, Miṣbāḥ al-asrār 
(q.v.). 
Publ. Cairo 1322/1903. 

24. al-Muʿjam al-wajīz min kalām al-nabī [var. fī aḥādīth al-
rasūl] al-ʿazīz.  
An alphabetical list of Traditions compiled from Jalāl al-Dīn al-
Suyūṭī (d. 911/1505), al-Jāmiʿ al-ṣaghīr and Ziyādat al-Jāmiʿ al-
ṣaghīr, and ʿAbd al-Raʾūf al-Munāwī (d. 1031/1622), Kunūz al-
ḥaqāʾiq fī ḥadīth khayr al-khalāʾiq. 
Al-Jabartī, ʿAjāʾib, ii, 148, notes that it was in 4 kurrāsa. He also 
notes a comm. upon the work by Sh. Muḥammad al-Jawharī. For 
other comm., see GAL S II, 523. 
MS: Medina, Mk. ʿĀrif Ḥikmat, 65 ḥadīth, 1166/1752-53 
(autograph?). 
Publ. Beirut 1408/1988, ed. Samīr Ṭāhā al-Maḥjūb. 

25. Mulakhkhaṣ Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī. 
Extract or précis of the Ṣaḥīḥ of al-Bukhārī; Voll, thesis (1969), 107. 

26. Munājāt. 
Mentioned by Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, al-Nafaḥāt al-
Makkiyya, 29; see Radtke (1992), 104 no. 2.2.5. 

27. Munyat al-maṭlūb min manāqib al-sayyid al-Maḥjūb. 
Tāj al-Dīn b. Muḥammad Sarrāj (q.v.), Mawāhib al-ghuyūb.3 

                                     

3 Tāj al-Dīn claims to have compiled this dīwān by order of ʿAbd Allāh, but not to 
have been able to make a fair copy of it by the time he wrote the manāqib. — Note that ʿAbd 
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Dīwān arranged according to the letters of the alphabet. 

28. al-Murāsalāt. 
Tāj al-Dīn b. Muḥammad Sarrāj (q.v.), Mawāhib al-ghuyūb. 
Dīwān. 

29. al-Nafaḥāt al-qudsiyya min al-ḥaḍra al-ʿAbbāsiyya fī ṣharḥ 
al-ṣalāt al-Mashīshiyya.  
Completed Friday 20 Jumādā I 1151/14 December 1738; comm. on 
the prayer of ʿAbd al-Salām b. al-Mashīsh (d. 625/1227-28); see 
Radtke (1992), 103 no. 2.2.1. 
Publ. in al-Nafaḥāt al-rabbāniyya, 115-64. 

30. Qaṣāʾid. 
a) Qaṣīda hāʾiyya fī madḥ al-nabī. 
Opens: Ilāhī yā ilāhī yā ilāhī. 
Publ. in al-ʿUqūd al-fāʾiqa, 126-27. 
 
b) Qaṣīda hamziyya fī madḥ al-nabī. 
Opens: Ḥabbadhā ṭību ṭaybata ’l-faḥāʾi. 
Publ. in al-ʿUqūd al-fāʾiqa, 125-26. 
 
c) Qaṣīda jīmiyya fī madḥ al-nabī. 
Opens:Ṣallā rabbī ʿalayka yā nabī. 
Publ. in al-ʿUqūd al-fāʾiqa, 127-28. 
 
d) Qaṣīda kāfiyya fī madḥ al-nabī. 
Opens: Anta ’l-ḥabību wa-mā ’l-ḥabību siwākā. 
Publ. in al-ʿUqūd al-fāʾiqa, 123-24. 

31. Rafʿ al-ḥājib ʿan al-Kawkab al-thāqib. 
Comm on no. 18; al-Jabartī, ʿAjāʾib, ii, 148. 

                                                                                                           

Allāh’s published dīwān, al-ʿIqd al-munaẓẓam ʿalā ḥurūf al-muʿjam is arranged according to 
the letters of the alphabet. It does not, however, include any reference to Tāj al-Dīn. 
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32. al-Sirr al-ʿajīb fī madḥ al-ḥabīb. 
GAL S II, 523. 

33. Taḥrīḍ al-aghbiyāʾ ʿalā ’l-istighātha bi’l-anbiyāʾ wa’l-
awliyāʾ. 
A discussion of the possibility of mediation between man and God 
through the prophets and saints; see Radtke (1992), 103 no. 2.2.2. 
Publ. in al-Rasāʾil al-Mīrghaniyya, 5-14; the printing is based on a 
ms. which was completed Saturday 19 Dhū ’l-qaʿda 1255/24 Jan-
uary 1840. 

34 Tanbīh al-ḥaqq fī ḥīn al-farq.  
Comm. on verses by ʿAbd Allāh b. ʿAlawī; GAL S II, 523. 

35. al-Tawassulāt al-ilāhiyya fī ’l-khalawāt al-samariyya wa’l-
jalawāt al-saḥariyya. 
GAL S II, 523. 

36. al-Tuḥfa al-ẓarīfa fī ’l-ṣalāt ʿalā ’l-ḥaḍra al-sharīfa. 
GAL S II, 523. 

37. al-Zahr al-fāʾiq fī ’l-daqāʾiq wa’l-raqāʾiq.  
GAL S II, 523. 

38. Zahr al-rayāḥīn min Riyāḍ al-ṣāliḥīn. 
Written 1177/1763-64. An abridgement of Abū Zakariyyāʾ al-
Nawawī (d. 665/1262), Riyāḍ al-ṣāliḥīn (GAL I, 397; S I, 684). 
MS: Princeton (Garrett), 1061 H. 

MUḤAMMAD YĀSĪN b. ʿABD ALLĀH al-Maḥjūb, al-Mīrghanī, 
b. c. 1770, d. 1251/1835-36 or 1255/1839-40. 

Fih. Fah., 103, 105, 122, 197, 253, 557, 904, 906, 1137 and 1143, giving his ap-
pearance in various chains of transmission; al-Rīfī (1404/1983), 13-14; O’Fahey 
(1990), 93, 133, 143 and n. 34; Hofheinz (1992), 27. 

A son of ʿAbd Allāh al-Maḥjūb. In addition to his father, his teach-
ers included Ṭāhir Sunbul, ʿUthmān b. Muḥammad al-Shāmī (d. c. 
1213/1798, a Ḥanafī settled in Medina who wrote on ḥadīth; Aʿlām, 
iv, 214), ʿAbd al-Malik (the muftī of Mecca), Muṣṭafā b. 
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Muḥammad al-Raḥmatī (1135/1722-1205/1791, a Ḥanafī scholar 
from Syria who moved to Medina in 1187/1773-74 and to al-Ṭāʾif 
shortly before his death; Aʿlām, vii, 241), and Aḥmad Jamal al-Layl 
(a member of a Meccan Ashrāf clan; see Hunwick (1984), 144). 
Muḥammad Yāsīn became a prominent teacher in Mecca, specializ-
ing in fiqh (where he was renowned for his knowledge of the rules of 
inheritance) and particularly in ḥadīth (transmitting, among others, 
from Ṣāliḥ al-Fullānī (1752/3-1803; see Hunwick (1984, 139-54). 
He was offered the position of muftī of Mecca, but declined to ac-
cept it, and rebuked his nephew ʿAbd Allāh b. Muḥammad (d. 1273/ 
1856-57) for accepting it. He became the guardian and teacher of 
Muḥammad ʿUthmān when the latter was orphaned at an early age. 

1. Sharḥ ʿalā ’l-Jawhar al-maknūn fī ’l-thalāth funūn. 
Comm. on ʿAbd al-Raḥmān b. Muḥammad al-Akhḍarī (918/1512-
983/1585; GAL S II, 705-6), al-Jawhar al-maknūn fī ṣadaf al-
thalātha funūn, a work on rhetoric. 
al-Rīfī (1404/1983), 13-14. 

2. Sharḥ ʿalā Mansik Multaqā ’l-abḥur. 
A comm. on Ibrāhīm al-Ḥalabī (d. 956/1549), Multaqā ’l-abḥur 
(compiled in 923/1517), “the authoritative handbook of the Ḥanafī 
school in the Ottoman Empire” (Schacht, art. “al-Ḥalabī” in EI (2) ) 
(cf. GAL II, 570, S II, 642; see also GAL I, 478, S I, 659). 
al-Rīfī (1404/1983), 13-14. 

3. ʿUnwān ahl al-ʿināya ʿalā kashf ghawāmiḍ al-Nuqāya. 
A gloss on al-Suyūṭī (849/1445-911/1505; GAL S II, 195), Itmām 
al-dirāya li-qurrāʾ al-nuqāya. 
MS: Princeton (Garrett), 492 H. 

MUḤAMMAD ʿUTHMĀN b. MUḤAMMAD ABĪ BAKR b. ʿABD 
ALLĀH AL-MAḤJŪB al-Mīrghanī al-Ḥusaynī al-Ḥanafī al-Makkī 
al-Maḥbūbī, known as al-Khatm, b. 1208/1793-94, d. Sunday, 22 
Shawwāl 1268/ 8 August 1852. 

The traditional birth date, Rabīʿ I 1208/October-November 1793, is 
considered by M.I. Abū Salīm to reflect the wish of Muḥammad 
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ʿUthmān’s followers to have him born in the same month as the 
Prophet. 

MS: Tarjamat al-sayyid Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, Khartoum (NRO), 
Misc. 1/64/1159. On his writings, Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq b. Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-
Mīrghanī, Luʾluʾat al-ḥusn, 46-48; al-Ibāna, 173-89; Tāj al-tafāsīr, muqad-
dima;GAL S II, 809-10; Aʿlām, v, 144-45; Hill, Biog. Dic., 278; Kaḥḥāla, x, 286. 
Le Chatelier (1887), 226-48; Wingate (1891), 311; Willis (1922), 185-87; 
Trimingham (1949), 231-33 and passim; al-Sarrāj (1374/1955), 26-28; Makhṭūṭa, 
73-75; ʿĀbidīn (1967), 101-2, 205 and 313; Abū Salīm (1968), 36-44; Voll, thesis 
(1969), 89-152; Trimingham (1971), 116-17; Holt (1973), 126-27; Ḥasan (1975), 
138-40; O’Fahey (1990), passim, especially pp. 142-53 on his relationship with 
Aḥmad b. Idrīs; Grandin (1990), 621-55; Hofheinz (1990), 20-21, 24-32, 35-39, 47-
54; Karrar (1411/1991), 45-51; idem (1992), passim; Hofheinz (1992); Radtke 
(1992), 98-103. 

Muḥammad ʿUthmān was born at al-Salāma near al-Ṭāʾif in the 
Ḥijāz; he studied in Mecca where he joined a number of religious 
orders. His principal teacher was Aḥmad b. Idrīs (q.v.) with whom, 
in 1813, he went to Upper Egypt. They settled at al-Zayniyya near 
Luxor, from where al-Mīrghanī in late 1815 went further south to 
the Sudan. In the course of his travels in the northern Sudan, 
Muḥammad ʿUthmān twice visited Kordofan (the first visit being in 
Shawwāl 1231/September 1816), where he initiated Ismāʿīl b. ʿAbd 
Allāh al-Walī (q.v.) into his newly-established ṭarīqa, the Khat-
miyya. The latter subsequently broke away and established his own 
order, the Ismāʿīliyya. Al-Mīrghanī’s visit to Sinnār was not particu-
larly successful (see Makhṭūṭa, 73-74), but he stayed almost two 
years in the Shendi district, where he initiated, among others, 
Muḥammad al-Majdhūb b. Qamar al-Dīn (q.v.), who also broke 
away and renewed his family’s path, the Shādhiliyya Majdhūbiyya. 

In 1821 al-Mīrghanī returned to Mecca via Sawākin; he spent 
some of the following years with Aḥmad b. Idrīs in the Yemen. 
After the latter’s death in 1837, he returned to Mecca where he 
worked to establish his order. Although he paid several further brief 
visits to the Sudan, it was his son, Muḥammad al-Ḥasan (q.v.), by a 
Sudanese lady, Ruqayya bt. Jallāb, who was the main propagator of 
the Khatmiyya there, from his centre near Kasalā in the eastern 
Sudan. 
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After Muḥammad ʿUthmān’s death, his order’s nominal head was 
his son, Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm (q.v.), but the Sudanese branch 
remained effectively autonomous under Muḥammad al-Ḥasan. 

1. al-Anwār al-mutarākima. 
His Rātib; completed in Medina 3 Rajab 1253/23 September 1837. 
MS: Khartoum (NRO), Misc., 1/24/292, copied by Aḥmad al-
Mutawakkil b. Muḥammad al-Naṣayḥ, 12 Jumādā II 1328/21 June 
1910, 36 pp. 
Publ. al-Rātib wa’l-tawassul bi’asmāʾ Allāh al-ḥusnā wa-tawassul 
al-rijāl al-musammā bi-Ḥabl al-wiṣāl, Cairo, 1287/1870-71; Cairo, 
lithograph, 1300/1882-83 (Nuṣayr 2/2114); in his Fatḥ al-Rasūl, 
158-169; in Majmūʿ al-Awrād, 8-23. It is also printed in his Majmūʿ 
Rātib al-Mīrghanī li-afāḍil al-sāda al-Mīrghaniyya … wa-ghayri-
him, together with Abū’l-Ḥasan Aḥmad b. Fāris b. Zakariyyāʾ (GAL 
I, 130; SI, 197), Awjaz al-siyar li-khayr al-bashar, Cairo: Muṣṭafā 
al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 1940, 22 + 73 pp. (Dāghir, Uṣūl, no. 76). 
For the author’s comm., see below no. 9, Fuyūḍ al-buḥūr; for a 
comm. by his son Muḥammad b. Muḥammad ʿUthmān, see below, 
Sharḥ ʿalā ḥizb al-Rātib. 

2. al-Asrār al-mutarādifa min al-dawāwīn al-ilāhiyya. 
Comm. on his Rātib, written at the request of some of his students; 
completed Wednesday 27 Dhū ’l-ḥijja 1231/20 November 1816. See 
Radtke (1992), 98-99 no. 2.1.1. 
Publ. in al-Nafaḥāt al-rabbāniyya, 93-114. 

3. al-Asrār al-rabbāniyya fī mawlid ashraf al-khalāʾiq al-insāniyya. 
His only Mawlid. “It is reported to have been written by Muḥammad 
ʿUthmān in Dongola [i.e. c. 1815-6] as a result of instructions which 
he received in a vision”, Voll, thesis (1969), 709. 
MSS: Khartoum (NRO), (1) Misc., 1/64/1159, undated, 44 pp. 
(photocopy), (2) Misc., 1/207/2714, undated, 34 pp., (3) Misc., 
1/278/3101, copied by Muḥammad ʿUthmān b. al-khalīfa al-qāḍī al-
Idrīsī, Jumādā II 1313/November-December 1895, 35 pp. 
Publ., as Mawlid al-nabī … al-musammā bi’l-Sirr al-rabbānī, litho-
graph n.d. [c. 1875], 32 pp. (Berlin, Staatsbibliothek, Um 1093/60); 
as al-Sirr al-rabbānī, Cairo: M. al-Sharq, 1312/1894-95, 23 pp. 



 KHATMIYYA 13 

 

(Nuṣayr 2/2404); Cairo: M. al-Sharq, 1319/1901-2; Cairo, 1331/1912-
13; Cairo, 1343/1924-25; Cairo, 1348/1929-30; Cairo: M. al-Sharq, 
1367/1947-48; Beirut: M. al-Thaqāfiyya, n.d., 64 pp., ed. Muḥammad 
ʿAbd al-Salām al-Laythī, khādim al-ṭarīqa al-Khatmiyya al-
Mīrghaniyya; this edn. repr. Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 
1351/1932-33, 64 pp.; Cairo: Mk. al-Qāhira, 1367/1948; ed. 
Muḥammad Kāẓim, Dubayy, n.d. (Silsilat Wad Umm Maryōm al-
Dīniyya, 9 and Silsilat al-Mīrghanī al-Dīniyya), incl. a comm. 
Trimingham (1971), 162-63 translates the end of Chapter Two. 
A recording (1974) of this has been partially published, with notes 
on the performance, on the record, Dikr und Madīḥ/Sudan, ed. Artur 
Simon, Berlin: Museum Collection, 1980 (MC 10), A 1. 

4. Bāb al-Fayḍ wa’l-madad min ḥaḍrat al-rasūl al-sanad. 
A prayer in three parts, to be said when visiting the Prophet in body 
or in spirit. Written in Medina, undated. 
Publ. in Majmūʿat Fatḥ al-Rasūl, 123-141. 

5. al-Farq bayn al-niyya wa’l-ikhlāṣ. 
MS: copied by Muḥammad Saʿd b. Muḥammad Ṭāhā, Sinkāt, 
1306/1888-89, in possession of khalīfa Muḥammad Saʿd 
Muḥammad Ṭāhā, Port Sudan. 

6. al-Fatḥ al-mabrūk fī kathīr min ādāb al-sulūk. 
A brief manual on the ādāb of the Way, which was written before 
the Hibāt (q.v.); see Radtke (1992), 99 no. 2.1.3. 
Publ. in al-Rasāʾil al-Mīrghaniyya, 37-46. 

7. Fatḥ al-rasūl wa-miftāḥ al-dukhūl li-man arāda’l-wuṣūl li-ḥaḍrat 
al-rasūl. 
Completed Ṣafar 1232/January 1817 (the colophon giving this date 
also says it was completed fī ’l-Rawḍa al-Sharīfa, i.e. the Prophet’s 
Mosque in Medina, but this may refer to a vision, since al-Mīrghanī 
was in the Sudan at the time). The office prescribed for the seven 
days of the week. Each of the seven portions comprises, (1) Tradi-
tions on the suitability of prayer for the Prophet, (2) prayers attribut-
ed to the Prophet, (3) to his Companions, (4) to major Sufi saints, (5) 
to Muḥammad ʿUthmān himself. 
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MS: Khartoum (NRO), Misc., 1/24/277, copied by Muḥammad al-
Ṭayyib Muḥammad al-Ṭayyib, Rabīʿ II 1309/November-December 
1891, 123 pp. 
Publ. Cairo, n.d.; in Majmūʿat Fatḥ al-rasūl, Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī 
al-Ḥalabī, 1367/1948; also published in al-Musabbaʿa al-
Mīrghaniyya. 

8. al-Fawāʾid al-bahiyya fī ḥall alfāẓ al-Ājurrūmiyya. 
Comm. on the Ājurrūmiyya; al-Ibāna, 178. 

9. Fuyūḍ al-buḥūr [or, al-anwār] al-mutalāṭima. 
Comm. on the Rātib (al-Anwār al-mutarākima). 
Publ. Cairo, Maḥmūd ʿAlī Ṣubayḥ (SLUK, 3973, gives the date of 
publ. as 1236, which is an evident error). 

10. al-Fuyūḍāt al-ilāhiyya al-mutaḍammina li’l-asrār al-
ḥikamiyya. 
A work on the principles of spiritual life, expressly written from an 
esoteric point of view and therefore referred to as “his ḥikam” 
(“sayings of wisdom”), but being an introduction to the Sufi path 
rather than a collection of wise sayings; “not copied from books but 
composed by fatḥ”; compl. Saturday, 25 Ramaḍān (“Laylat al-
Qadr” [sic]) 1232/9 August 1817 [i.e. probably while al-Mīrghanī 
was in Kordofan]. Cf. al-Mīrghanī’s own comm. on this work, al-
Imdādāt al-saniyya. 
al-Ibāna, 183; Hofheinz (forthcoming). 

11. Ghunyat al-ṣūfiyya fī ʿilm al-ʿarabiyya.  
A poem on grammar, compiled from the Ājurrūmiyya. 
al-Ibāna, 178-79 with brief quotation; Kaḥḥāla, x, 286. 

12. Ḥabl al-wiṣāl. 
Tawassul bi-asmāʾ Allāh al-ḥusnā; to be read after the morning and 
evening rātib. 
Publ. al-Rātib wa’l-tawassul bi-asmāʾ Allāh al-ḥusnā wa-tawassul 
al-rijāl al-musammā bi-Ḥabl al-wiṣāl, Cairo, 1287/1870-71; 
Majmūʿ al-awrād, 23-27; Majmūʿat Fatḥ al-rasūl, 170-77. 
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13. al-Hamziyya al-marfūʿa. 
A poetic comm. on Ibn al-Fāriḍ’s Tāʾiyya, written on laylat al-jumʿa 
25 Ṣafar 1233/1 January 1818 at Umm Ṭalḥa during his return from 
Sinnār to Kordofan together with a party of named khulafāʾ. 
Publ. in Majmaʿ al-gharāʾib, 89-112. 

14. al-Hibāt al-muqtabasa li-iẓhār al-masāʾil al-khamsa [sic]wa’l-
ʿaṭāyā al-daqīqa fī asrār al-ṭarīqa. 
Written in Kordofan; in five chapters, (1) God, (2) Prophet and 
shaykh, (3) ṭarīqa, (4) conduct of the members of the order, and (5) 
the relation of the order to the outer world; see Radtke (1992), 101 
no. 2.1.4. 
Publ. in al-Rasāʾil al-Mīrghaniyya, 19-36. 

15. al-Ḥuḍūr fī ’l-ṣalāt li’l-suʿadāʾ min ahl ḥaḍrat Allāh. 
Written in Ḥargīgo (Arqiqo, south of Maṣawwaʿ) on 21 Dhū ’l-ḥijja 
1239/17 August 1824. On the heart’s presence at the stages of the 
ritual prayer. A supplement (p. 58 f.) discusses the question of taṭwīl 
al-takbīr and rafʿ al-yadayn bi’l-duʿāʾ baʿd al-ṣalāt; see Radtke 
(1992), 101 no. 2.1.5. 
Publ. in al-Rasāʾil al-Mīrghaniyya, 55-60. 

16. Ijāzat sanad ṭarīqat khatm al-awliyāʾ wa-dhurrat al-akwān al-
ustādh al-aʿẓam al-sayyid Muḥammad ʿUthmān, wa-huwa ʿan 
shaykhinā Aḥmad ibn Idrīs. 
MS: Khartoum (NRO), (1) Misc., 1/19/217, 3 pp., undated; (2) 
Majmūʿ Abī Salīm 6/7/424. 
Publ. in Abū Salīm (1412/1992), 131-35. 

17. al-Imdādāt al-saniyya min al-ḥaḍarāt al-kamāliyya li-ḥall al-
Fuyūḍāt al-Ilāhiyya al-mutaḍammina li’l-asrār al-ḥikamiyya. 
Commentary on his own al-Fuyūḍāt al-Ilāhiyya; completed 
Saturday, 27 Ramaḍān 1235/8 July 1820 [while al-Mīrghanī was in 
Shendi/al-Matamma]. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/11 (photocopy in Bergen). 

18. Jawāb ilā Aḥmad ibn Idrīs. 
Letter, from Muḥammad ʿUthmān to Aḥmad b. Idrīs, undated. 
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MS: Khartoum (NRO), Misc. 1/81/1294, a majmūʿ. The section of 
the majmūʿ containing letters was written by Aḥmad Ibrāhīm al-
Dasūqī al-Maghribī al-ʿAwnī, 25 Rabīʿ II 1362/1 May 1943. The 
letter to Ibn Idrīs is on pp. 86-91; (2) Bergen KH 232 12/7. 
This is the only letter extant from Muḥammad ʿUthmān in reply to a 
series of letters from his spiritual master. The text and transl. is 
given in Thomassen and Radtke (1993), 110-17; see also O’Fahey 
(1990), 152-53. 

19. al-Jawāhir al-mustaẓhara li’l-dhāt al-ʿUthmāniyya al-
Mīrghaniyya. 
Prayer in three parts. Al-Mīrghanī in the preface refers to himself as 
a student (tilmīdh) of Aḥmad b. Idrīs; Radtke (1992), 100. 
Publ. in Majmūʿat Fatḥ al-Rasūl, 143-57. This is the title given in 
the work itself (p. 146). The printed title-page has al-Jawāhir al-
mustaẓhara min al-kunūz al-ʿaliyya fī baʿḍ awṣāf al-khizāna al-
ilāhiyya. Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq, Luʾluʾat al-ḥusn, 47, gives the title as al-
Jawāhir al-mustaẓhara min al-kunūz al-ʿaliyya fī baʿḍ awṣāf al-dhāt 
al-karīma al-Muḥammadiyya. 

20. Jawāhir al-satḥ fī ’l-ṣalāt ʿalā sūrat al-Fatḥ. 
Prayer on the Prophet; written in Medina. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/8 (a). 
Publ. in Majmūʿat Fatḥ al-rasūl, 193-206. 

21. al-Khizāna al-qudsiyya. 
On the 100 names [of the Prophet?] and how they relate to the Sufi 
aspirant’s progress on the spiritual path. This seems to have been a 
comprehensive manual designed for those who have reached an ad-
vanced stage. It is in 20 parts, each of which comprises five chapters 
of three sections each. 
al-Ibāna, 179-83, quoting a large part of the introduction. 

22. Lawāmiʿ al-anwār al-bahiyya fī kayfiyyat khalwat al-ṭarīqa al-
Khatmiyya al-muḥammadiyya. 
A treatise on “retreat”. 
MS: Damascus (Z) 10349 (al-Māliḥ, Fihris, ii, 591-92); copied Dhū 
’l-ḥijja 1287/February-March 1871. 



 KHATMIYYA 17 

 

23. Majmaʿ al-gharāʾib al-mufarriqāt min laṭāʾif al-khurāfāt al-
dhāhibāt. 
47 poems on various subjects, allegedly completed 15 Rajab 
1227/23 July 1812, when the author was nineteen years old. But in 
the introduction he refers to his children Muḥammad and Zaynab; 
Muḥammad was born only in 1814, according to other sources. The 
author also refers to two other earlier dīwāns, one containing poems 
directed to God and another to the Prophet. 
Publ. Cairo, 1332/1913-14; Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 
1355/1936, 158 pp. 

24. Majmūʿ al-awrād al-kabīr.  
“This collection of awrād [compiled by Muḥammad al-Ḥasan (q.v.)] 
is widely used in the Sudan”, Voll, thesis (1969), 708; GAL S II, 
810. 
Publ. Cairo, lithograph, M. Manṣūr Muḥammad, as Majmūʿ awrād 
al-sāda al-Khatmiyya al-Mirghaniyya [sic], 1291/1874, 134 pp. 
(Nuṣayr 2/2118); n.p. 1326/1908-9 (Library of C.G. Nallino, Istituto 
per l’Oriente, Rome [CAN 4341/40 - two copies]); Cairo, n.d.; 
Cairo, 1348/1929-30, 99 pp.; Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 
1358/1939 contains additional material by other Khatmiyya writers); 
id., 1371/1951; id., 1377/1957; Cairo: Mk. al-Qāhira, ʿAlī Yūsuf 
Sulaymān, n.d. (possibly 1374/1954; also contains additional mate-
rial). 

25. Manāqib al-quṭb al-awḥad …. al-sayyid Aḥmad b. Idrīs. 
Only the first 33 pp. are by Muḥammad ʿUthmān; they are more a 
collection of personal anecdotes and reminiscences then manāqib in 
the usual sense of the term; a number of these are translated or other-
wise referred to in O’Fahey (1990), passim. An unnamed author 
later compiled and expanded these pages to constitute a more 
conventional book of manāqib supposedly to be read at the ḥawliyya 
of Aḥmad b. Idrīs. 
Publ. Khartoum, M. al-Nahḍa, 1357/1937-38 (Khartoum, University 
Library, Sudan Collection, 8 Q Cb); Wād Madanī, Muḥammad 
Muḍawwī, 1391/1972 (a Khatmiyya-sponsored publication). This 
edn. includes various qaṣāʾid faṭāḥil ʿulamāʾ al-Yaman wa-baʿḍ 
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madāʾiḥ al-ikhwān al-muḥibbīn wa’l-muntamīn li-janābihi al-rafīʿ, 
ed. Kāmil al-Aḥmadī. 

26. Miṣbāḥ al-asrār fī ’l-kalām ʿalā mishkāt al-anwār fī sīrat al-
nabī al-mukhtār. 
Comm. on ʿAbd Allāh al-Maḥjūb al-Mīrghanī, Mishkāt al-anwār fī 
awṣāf al-mukhtār (q.v.). 
MS: Cairo (DK) Taymūriyya, taʾrīkh 1905. 
Publ. Cairo, Mk. al-Nīl, n.d. 

27. Munjiyat al-ʿabīd min hawl yawm al-waʿd wa’l-waʿīd. 
A poem on tawḥīd in 52 verses; al-Ibāna, 179; Ḥasan (1975), 139 
gives the title as Munjiyat al-ʿabd. 
Publ. in Majmūʿat Fatḥ al-Rasūl, pr. separately after p. 212; 
London: al-Maktaba al-Islāmiyya, 1410/1990, 64 pp., under the title 
Munjiyat al-ʿabīd fī ʿilm al-tawḥīd and printed together with the 
comm. by Aḥmad Ṣāliḥ b. Muḥammad al-Masallamī (q.v.), Bulūgh 
al-murīd fī sharḥ Munjiyat al-ʿabīd. 

28. al-Nafaḥāt al-Madaniyya fī ’l-madāʾiḥ al-Muṣṭafawiyya. 
49 poems in praise of the Prophet; begun in Medina and finished 
after 1833 (when his sons Jaʿfar and ʿAbd Allāh al-Maḥjūb were 11 
and 12 respectively). 
MS: NRO (Khartoum) Misc., 1/64/1109. 
Publ. Cairo: lithograph, M. al-sayyid ʿAlī, 1306/1888, 56 pp. 
(Nuṣayr 2/2115); Cairo, n.d.; Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 
1335/1936, printed together with al-Nūr al-barrāq (v. infra.). 

29. al-Nafaḥāt al-Makkiyya wa’l-lamaḥāt al-ḥaqqiyya fī sharḥ 
asās al-ṭarīqa al-Khatmiyya. 
An abbreviated version (ʿujāla) of the author’s Risālat al-asās (q.v.), 
comprising three sections, (1) autobiographical remarks, (2) a 
comm. on a poem by Shaykh Sālim (q.v.), a student of al-Mīrghanī, 
on the silsila of al-Mīrghanī, (3) comm. on the R. al-asās; see further 
Radtke (1992), 101 no. 2.1.6. 
Publ. in al-Nafaḥāt al-rabbāniyya, 4-36. 
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30. Nafthat al-Ḥayy al-Qayyūm al-Barr. 
Prayer; given in al-Ibāna, 194-98. 

31. Nūr al-anwār fī ’l-ṣalāt ʿalā ’l-nabī al-mukhtār. 
Short prayers for the Prophet, arranged in alphabetical order. 
Publ. in Majmūʿat Fatḥ al-rasūl, 178-92. 

32. al-Nūr al-barrāq fī madḥ al-nabī al-miṣdāq. 
28 poems, one for each letter of the alphabet, in praise of the 
Prophet. This is the best known of the author’s dīwāns. For a comm. 
by the author’s son, see Muḥammad b. Muḥammad ʿUthmān, Fatḥ 
al-khallāq. 
MS: Khartoum (NRO), Misc., 1/237/2073, copied by Muḥammad 
ʿĪsāwī al-Shāyqī, 8 Ramaḍān 1332/31 July 1914, 40 pp. 
Publ. Cairo: M. al-Ḥusayniyya, 1306/1888, pr. together with al-
Nafaḥāt al-Madaniyya (Nuṣayr 2/2116); Cairo, 1330/1911-12; 
Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Ḥalabī, 1335/1936, printed together with al-
Nafaḥāt al-Madaniyya (q.v.); Cairo: M. al-Qāhira, 1372/1952-53. 
Most edns. include poems by other writers; see Voll, thesis (1969), 
709. 

33. Nūr al-Ilāh fī ’l-ṣalāt bi-taʿrīf al-Muṣṭafā nafsihi wa-
Mawlāhu. 
Originally completed 1 Rabīʿ I 1239/5 November 1823; it was later 
re-arranged according to the days of the week. 
MS (incompl.): Rome (Ministero), 1044/8 (b) (photocopy of the last 
18 pp. in Bergen). 
Publ. in Majmūʿ al-awrād, 75-100. 

34. al-Qaṣīda al-mubtahija (var. munbahija) al-muṣliḥa li’l-nufūs 
al-muʿwajja. 
To be read every morning (saḥar) and before the mawlid. Comm. by 
Jaʿfar al-Sādiq, al-Īḍāḥāt al-munhaja (q.v.). 
Publ. in Majmūʿ al-awrād, 57-59; in al-Asrār al-Rabbāniyya, Cairo 
edn., 50-53; in: id., Dubayy edn., 21-26. 
A recording (1974) of this has been partially published, with notes 
on the performance, on the record, Dikr und Madīḥ/Sudan, ed. Artur 
Simon, Berlin: Museum Collection, 1980 (MC 10), A 1. 
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35. Qaṣīda tāʾiyya. 
Opens: Ilāhī ḍāʿa ’l-ʿumru minnī fī ’l-hawā. 
Publ. in al-ʿUqūd al-fāʾiqa, 128-31. 

36. Raḥmat al-Aḥad fī iqtifāʾ athar al-Rasūl al-ṣamad. 
Written in Mecca between Sunday 30 Rajab and Friday 26 Ramaḍān 
1238/12 April - 6 June 1823. A selection of ḥadīth concerning 
ʿibādāt, compiled from Ibn al-Athīr (d. 606/1210), Jāmiʿ al-uṣūl li-
aḥādīth al-Rasūl (GAL I, 357; S I, 608). On the circumstances of its 
composition, see al-Ibāna, 174-77, quoting from the introduction 
and conclusion. See also Luʾluʾat al-ḥusn, 47, where it is said to 
have been written at the instigation of Aḥmad b. Idrīs (q.v.). See 
further, Muḥammad ʿUthmān (II) b. Muḥammad al-Ḥasan b. 
Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, Manāqib ṣāḥib al-Rātib, 100 and 
Le Châtelier (1887), 227, who gives the title as “Rahmet el Ouahad 
fi Ektifat athar el Rassoul”, and incorrectly describes it as a 
“commentaire sur le Koran”. Ḥasan (1975), 139, gives the title as, 
Raḥmat al-aḥad fī iqtifāʾ athar al-ʿamad. 
MS: London (SOAS), 380285. 

36a. Rātib. See al-Anwār al-mutarākima. 

37. Risālat al-asās. 
This work is mentioned by al-Mīrghanī in his comm. on his Rātib, 
al-Asrār al-mutarādifa (q.v.), and in his Hibāt, 23. It was written 
before 1231/1815-16; see Radtke (1992), 99 no. 2.1.1. 
Publ. The text, with a comm. by al-Mīrghanī, forms the last part of 
his al-Nafaḥāt al-Makkiyya, 20-33; it is also printed in Majmūʿ al-
awrād, 2-8. 

37a. Risāla fī baʿḍ mukhāṭabātihi raḍiya ’llāh ʿanhu min al-nabī; 
see Risālat al-Khatm fī baʿḍ al-mubashshirāt. 

38. Risālat al-Khatm fī baʿḍ al-mubashshirāt; or Risāla fī baʿḍ 
mukhāṭabātihi raḍiya ’llāhu ʿanhu min al-nabī. 
An account of mystical sayings allegedly addressed to Muḥammad 
ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī by the Prophet; completed Tuesday, 10 Ṣafar 
1240/5 October 1824. It is followed by the account of several 
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encounters with the Prophet which Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-
Mīrghanī claimed to have had between 1816 and 1838. The work 
was compiled by Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq b. Muḥammad ʿUthmān (q.v.); see 
Radtke (1992), 104 no. 2.3.2. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (f) (photocopy in Bergen).  
Publ. (ed. Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq b. Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī), in 
al-Rasāʾil al-Mīrghaniyya, 109-20. The published and the MS 
versions differ from each other in that they each contain one vision 
not contained in the other. 

39. Ṣalāt al-shuhūd al-Muḥammadī. 
Publ. in Majmūʿat Fatḥ al-rasūl, 207-12. 

40. Sharḥ Alfiyyat Ibn Mālik. 
Completed in twenty-five days; comm. on the Alfiyya of Ibn Mālik. 
al-Ibāna, 178; Muḥammad ʿUthmān, Manāqib ṣāḥib Rātib, 100; 
GAL I, 298; S I, 521 ff.; Ḥasan (1975), 139; Le Chatelier (1887), 
227, describes it incorrectly as “El Fiat”, “un commentaire sur le rite 
Malékite”. 

41. Sharḥ Alfiyyat al-Suyūṭī. 
Comm. on the Alfiyya (or Farīda) of Jalāl al-Dīn al-Suyūṭī (d. 
911/1505) on grammar (GAL S II, 193). 
al-Ibāna, 179; Ḥasan (1975), 139. 

42. Sharḥ al-Bayqūniyya. 
Comm. on Ṭāhā b. Muḥammad b. Fattūḥ al-Dimashqī al-Bayqūnī 
(fl. 1080/1669), al-Manẓūma al-Bayqūniyya fī muṣṭalaḥ al-ḥadīth 
(GAL II, 307, S II, 419). 
al-Ibāna, 179; Ḥasan (1975), 139. 

43. Sharḥ al-naẓm wa-durar al-laʾāl fī ʿiddat rijāl shaykhinā dhī 
’l-kamāl al-musammā bi’l-Nafaḥāt al-Makkiyya. 
Comm. on al-Nafaḥāt al-Makkiyya; from the title, it would seem 
doubtful that this work is solely by al-Mīrghanī. 
GAL S II, 810. 
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44. Sharḥ Rātib ṣāḥib al-ṭarīqa al-Khatmiyya. 
From the title, it would seem doubtful that this work is solely by al-
Mīrghanī. 
MS: Khartoum (NRO), Misc. 1/24/292, copy completed 13 Jumādā 
II 1338/6 February 1920, 73 pp. 

45 al-Sirr al-ẓāhir wa’l-nūr al-bāhir fī baʿḍ aḥwāl al-akābir wa-
ādāb al-ṭuruq al-ṣūfiyya. 
A qaṣīda nūniyya which describes the Way; see Radtke (1992), 100. 
Publ. in Majmaʿ al-gharāʾib, 113-37. 

46. Tāj al-tafāsīr li-kalām al-Malik al-kabīr. Also called Khitām 
al-Tafāsīr. 
Comm. on the Qurʾān, completed in one year and 5 months. Al-
Mīrghanī allegedly relied more on his inspiration than on books 
when he wrote it. 
Publ. Cairo: M. Būlāq, 2 vols., 1313/1895; the muqaddima to this 
edn. was composed by Aḥmad b. Muḥammad b. Aḥmad al-Rubāṭābī 
(q.v.) (Nuṣayr 2/0293): Cairo: Dār al-fikr, lithograph, n.d. (see 
Grandin (1984), 152, containing a tarjama of the author);4 Cairo, 
1375/1955-56, ed. al-ḥājj ʿAbd al-Salām b. Muḥammad b. Shaqrūn; 
Cairo: al-Majlis al-Aʿlā li ’l-shuʾūn al-Islāmiyya, 1392/1972-73, 
with a preface by Muḥammad al-ʿUbayd, Yūsuf al-Turābī and 
Muḥammad ʿAbd Allāh al-ʿUmarābī; Beirut: Dār al-maʿrifa, 
1399/1979. 

47. Tarākum al-anwār li-nayl al-qaṣd wa-rafʿ al-astār. 
Tawassul. 
Publ. in Majmūʿ al-awrād, 28-32. 

48. al-Tawassul bi-asmāʾ al-nabī. 
Publ. al-Musabbaʿa al-Mīrghaniyya, 122-28. 

                                     

4 This biography was copied by ʿAbd al-Qādir ʿĪsā Maḥmūd of Keren for the Italian 
authorities in Eritrea in 1922 under the title, Bayān kayfiyyat tanāsul al-Sāda al-Mīrghaniyya 
ilā ʿaṣrinā hādhā, wa-yashmal ayḍan baʿḍ [sic] min siyarihim wa-karāmātihim (Rome 
(Ministero), 1044/7; cf. Hofheinz (forthcoming)). 
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49. al-Waʿẓ al-thamīn fī taʿmīr aʿṣār Ramaḍān al-thalāthīn. 
Prayers to be read after the ʿaṣr prayer during Ramaḍān. 
Ḥasan (1975), 139; Tāj al-tafāsīr, Tarjama, 3; al-Ibāna, 178. 

50. al-Zuhūr al-fāʾiqa fī (taʿrīf) ḥuqūq (ahl) al-ṭarīqa al-ṣādiqa. 
Ismāʿīl al-Walī, Raḥmat al-wahhāb (q.v.) refers to it as al-Zuhūr al-
fātiqa; see Radtke (1992), 110. 
Written as a basic introduction to the ṭarīqa for the “ignorant” popu-
lation he met in al-Tāka. The work is undated, but since Muḥammad 
ʿUthmān describes himself as a student of Aḥmad b. Idrīs in the 
opening lines, it may have been composed during his first travels in 
the eastern Sudan. The work comprises three chapters, (1) on the 
shaykh, (2) the conduct of the brethren of the order, (3) the Way; see 
further Radtke (1992), 102-3 no. 2.1.8. 
Publ. Cairo, 1316/1898, 16 pp. (Nuṣayr 2/2117); in Shifāʾ al-qulūb, 
88-105 (v. infra.); in al-Rasāʾil al-Mīrghaniyya, 47-54. 

Of the numerous sons of Muḥammad ʿUthmān (see Voll, thesis 
(1969), genealogical chart, at end, and Hofheinz (1992), 20-27), 
only two who reached adulthood had any direct links with the 
Sudan: Muḥammad al-Ḥasan (q.v.) and Ibrāhīm who died young in 
1286/1869-70 at Sinkāt. However, since it is difficult to divide up 
the writings originating from within the Khatmiyya tradition on a 
regional basis (not least because they were and are often published 
together), all those sons who left writings are listed here. 

MUḤAMMAD b. MUḤAMMAD ʿUTHMĀN b. MUḤAMMAD 
ABĪ BAKR al-Mīrghanī al-Ḥusaynī al-Ḥanafī al-Makkī al-Maḥbūb, 
known as Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm or al-Makkāwī or al-
Muḥaddith, b. 1230/1814-15; d. night between Monday/Tuesday 25 
Dhū ’l-ḥijja 1271/9/10 September 1855 (according to the hagio-
graphical poem, al-ʿUqūd al-jawhariyya (q.v.), he died on 16 Dhū 
’l-ḥijja 1271/29 August 1855). 

Le Châtelier (1887), 234-35; Trimingham (1949), 233; al-Sarrāj (1374/1955), 39-
40; Hill, Biog. Dic., 274, the entry for Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī (d. 
1917) erroneously states that he was a son of Muḥammad ʿUthmān; in fact, the en-
try concerns a son of Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm who was distinguished from his fa-
ther by the laqab, al-khayr; Voll, thesis (1969), 247-49; al-Rīfī (1404/1983), 15; 
Khayr (1408/1987), 44; Karrar (1992), 66, 73, and 129. 
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The eldest son of Muḥammad ʿUthmān, he was born in Mecca 
where he studied with his father and with his uncle, the muftī ʿAbd 
Allāh b. Muḥammad al-Mīrghanī. He excelled as a ḥadīth scholar 
and spent many years as a teacher in the Yemen. He returned to 
Mecca in 1270/1853-54, but died a year later. He is described as the 
last universally acknowledged shaykh of the Khatmiyya. 

1. Adʿiya. 
Prayers. 
Publ. in Majmūʿ al-awrād, e.g. p. 122 ff., 145 ff. 

2. Fatḥ al-khallāq bi-sharḥ al-Nūr al-barrāq fī madḥ al-rasūl al-
miṣdāq. 
Comm. on Muḥammad ʿUthmān, al-Nūr al-barrāq fi madḥ al-nabī 
al-miṣdāq (q.v. ). 
Publ. Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 1948; Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-
Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 1396/1976, 152 pp. 

3. Fawāʾid wa-masāʾil fiqhiyya wa-dīniyya. 
A description rather than a title; this appears to be collection of 
fatwās and notes. 
MS: Khartoum (NRO), Misc., 1/237/3074, undated, 200 pp. 

4. Ḥāshiya ʿaẓīma fī Adillat al-aḥkām. 
Gloss on Ibn Ḥajar al-ʿAsqalānī (d. 852/1449), Bulūgh al-marām 
min adillat al-aḥkām (GAL II, 69; S II, 73). 
al-Sarrāj (1374/1955), 39-40; tarjama in Tāj al-tafāsīr, p. 5, which 
notes the gloss as comprising “about four vols.”, and identifies the 
work glossed as being by Ibn Ḥajar. Ḥāshiya ʿaẓīma … is a descrip-
tion rather than a title. 

5. Qaṣāʾid. 
(a) Qaṣīda rāʾiyya fī madḥ Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: ʿAyn al-ʿināya nāla ’l-saʿd man naẓarahu. 
Publ. in Majmaʿ al-gharāʾib, 138-45; al-Ibāna, 207-11. 
(b) Qaṣīda lāmiyya fi madḥ Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: Rafīʿ al-qadr yā ʿalam al-maʿālī. 
Publ. in Majmaʿ al-gharāʾib, 145-47. 
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6. Ṣalāt ʿalā ’l-nabī. 
Untitled prayer on the Prophet. Opens: laqad raḍiya ’llāhu ʿan al-
muʾminīn idh yubāyiʿūnaka taḥt al-shajara… (Qurʾān 48:18) 
Allāhumma ṣalli wa-sallim wa-bārik ʿalā sayyidinā Muḥammadin 
rawḥ arwāḥ al-ʿālamīn. Not contained in Majmūʿ al-awrād. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/8 (d) (photocopy in Bergen). 

7. Sharḥ ʿalā ḥizb al-Rātib.  
A description rather than a title; comm. on Muḥammad ʿUthmān, 
Rātib (v. supra ). 
Khayr (1407/1987), 44. 

8. Sharḥ ʿalā ’l-mawlid.  
A description rather than a title; comm. on Muḥammad ʿUthmān’s 
mawlid, al-Asrār al-rabbāniyya (v. supra). 
Khayr (1407/1987), 44. 

MUḤAMMAD SIRR AL-KHATM b. MUḤAMMAD SIRR AL-
KHATM b. MUḤAMMAD ʿUTHMĀN al-Mīrghanī al-Iskandarī, 
known as Muḥammad al-Mīrghanī or al-Khayr, b. 1260/1844, d. 
Saturday, 1 Rabīʿ I 1334/ 5 February 1916. 

Manāqib by Muṣṭafā Ṭamūm (q.v.); al-Ibāna, 124-25; Fih. Fah., 137, 139, 197, 
203, 367, 391, 434, 516, 556-57, 752, 840, 1059, 1092 and 1137; Hill, Biog. Dic., 
274; Karrar (1992), 88, 99, 101-2, 118 and 129; Khayr (1408/1987), 44-45; 
Hofheinz (1990), 39, 54; idem (1992), 21. 

The eldest son of his father, he was born in al-Ḥudayda and raised in 
Mecca by his grandfather Muḥammad ʿUthmān and his uncle Jaʿfar 
al-Ṣādiq (q.v.). He started to work as a preacher (khaṭīb) in the Great 
Mosque (being paid by the Ottoman Government), but probably be-
fore 18695 he moved to Egypt where he spent the rest of his life 
propagating the Khatmiyya (he established lodges in Cairo, Alexan-
dria, and Port Saʿīd, and had plans to do the same in Ṭanṭā and 
Suez). He was involved in several disputes with Egyptian ʿulamāʾ, 
and his friendliness [bashāsha] towards the British provoked opposi-

                                     

5 He is said to have visited the Mosque of Sayyidnā al-Ḥusayn in Cairo before its 
restoration, which was started in 1869 and lasted for ten years. 
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tion from some quarters of the population. In 1883, he travelled in 
the eastern Sudan in a vain attempt to rally the Beja to the govern-
ment against the Mahdi. He died in Egypt, and is buried in Bāb al-
Wazīr. 

1. Qaṣīda ḍādiyya. 
Opens: Ṣalātun bi-milʾ al-ʿarsh wa’l-farsh wa’l-arḍ. 
Publ. in Majmaʿ al-gharāʾib, 148-50. 

2. Qaṣīda hāʾiyya. 
Opens: al-Kibriyāʾu ridāʾu ’llāhi wa’l-ʿaẓama. 
Written 1319/1901-2. 
Publ. in al-ʿUqūd al-fāʾiqa, 131-32. 

3. Qaṣīda hamziyya. 
Opens: Wa-ṣalāt Allāhi taghshā man lahu. 
Four lines publ. in Khayr (1408/1987), 45. 

4. Qaṣīda sīniyya. 
Opens: Aghithnā wa-adriknā bi-maẓharika al-unsī. 
Publ. in Majmaʿ al-gharāʾib, 151-53. 

5. al-Ṭarīqa al-Khatmiyya. 
MS: Zaria, P. 113/5 (there is reported to be a ms. in al-Azhar 
Library). 

MUḤAMMAD ʿUTHMĀN b. MUḤAMMAD SIRR AL-KHATM 
b. MUḤAMMAD ʿUTHMĀN b. MUḤAMMAD ABĪ BAKR, 
known as Muḥammad ʿUthmān Tāj al-Sirr, b. 1266/1849-50, 
d. laylat al-sabt 30 Ramaḍān 1321 / 19/20 December 1903. 

Ḥusayn b. Aḥmad (q.v.), Kunūz al-jawāhir and al-Durra al-yatīma; al-Sarrāj 
(1374/1954), 45; al-Ibāna, 125; Grandin (1988), 124. 

The youngest surviving son of Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm; his 
mother was from the famous Ahdal family of Zabīd and neighbour-
hood. He was born at al-Ḥudayda and studied grammar there before 
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moving to Bāfda (in the country of the Ḥabāb in northeastern 
Eritrea)6 where he lived in the late 1860s. After a brief stay in 
Maṣawwaʿ he settled in Sawākin where he remained until his death. 
“Instructed by the Prophet”, he built Sawākin’s largest mosque, the 
Jāmiʿ al-Asrār, which was inaugurated on Friday, 12 December 
1896. The adjacent mausoleum was completed on 14 April 1904. He 
was married to al-sharīfa Maryam bt. Hāshim b. Muḥammad 
ʿUthmān I. (see below, p. 219). 

The following list is based on Ḥusayn b. Aḥmad (q.v.), Kunūz al-
jawāhir and al-Durra al-yatīma, unless otherwise indicated. Accord-
ing to Ḥusayn, Muḥammad ʿUthmān also composed several treatises 
on Sufism, ḥikam and ādāb al-ṭarīq as well as works on geometry 
and mathematics (ʿilm al-awfāq wa’l-ashkāl al-ḥarfiyya wa’l-
ʿadadiyya). 

1. Alif al-ibtidāʾ. 
“Alphabetical” Prayer on the Prophet. 
MS: Rome (ministero), 1044/8 (f) (photocopy in Bergen). 

2. Barrāq. 
Poem on the life of the Prophet, arranged according to the letters of 
the alphabet. 

3. al-Fayḍ al-aʿamm fī ḥall ramz NQShJM. 
On the sanad of the Khatmiyya. 

4. Miʿrāj. 

5. Nafaḥāt al-Ṭīb fī madḥ al-Ḥabīb. 
Dīwān (1+20 poems), begun in Bāfda in 21 Rajab 1284/18 Novem-
ber 1867 and completed in Shaʿbān of that year. 
Publ. in al-ʿUqūd al-fāʾiqa, 31-120. 

                                     

6 The Arabic text in Nafaḥāt al-Ṭīb has Bifiḍḍatu bi-arḍ al-Ḥubāb, but as is evident 
from the wrong vocalisation of Ḥabāb, this must have its origin in the Egyptian editors’ 
ignorance of Eritrean names. Bāfda is supported by Enno Littmann and Maria Höfer, 
Wörterbuch der Tigrē-Sprache, Wiesbaden 1962, 680. 
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6. Qaṣīda fī manāqib wālidihi Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm. 

7. Qaṣīda mīmiyya fī rithāʾ Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Aqrab. 
Opens: Rukn min al-dīn al-ḥanīf tahaddam. 
Publ. in Abṭāl al-Khatmiyya, 60-63. 

8. al-Qawl al-asnā fī asmāʾ Allāh al-husnā. 
Tawassul. 

9. Rasāʾil ʿan ʿilm al-awfāq wa’l-ashkāl al-ḥarfiyya wa’l-
ʿadadiyya. 
A description rather than a title. 

10. Rasāʾil ʿan al-taṣawwuf wa-ḥikam wa-ādāb al-ṭarīq. 
A description rather than a title. 

11. Ṣalāt ʿalā ’l-Nabī. 
Untitled prayer on the Prophet. Opens: Allāhumma ṣalli ʿalā 
sayyidinā Muḥammad nūr dhāt Allāh. As a wird to bring about a 
visionary encounter with the Prophet it should be repeated 1,111 
times during the night between Thursday and Friday. Original text 
compl. 1311/1893-94. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/8 (h) (photocopy in Bergen). 

12. al-Ṣalāt al-kashfiyya. 
Prayer to bring relief from any sorrow. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/8 (e) (photocopy in Bergen). 

13. al-Ṣalāt al-kawthariyya. 
Prayer for the Prophet, referring to Qurʾān: 108. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/8 (g) (photocopy in Bergen). 
Publ. in Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, Majmūʿ al-awrād al-
kabīr, Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 1358/1939, p. 145. 

14. al-Ṣalāt al-maṭariyya. 
Prayer for the Prophet; composed in Ḥabāb. 
Publ. in Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, Majmūʿ al-awrād al-
kabīr, Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 1358/1939, p. 143-45. 
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15. al-Ṣalāt al-nūrāniyya. 
Prayer to bring about a nightly vision of the Prophet. 

16. Sharḥ ʿalā asmāʾ Allāh al-ḥusnā. 

17. Tawassul bi-asmāʾ al-rijāl. 

MUḤAMMAD AL-ḤASAN b. MUḤAMMAD ʿUTHMĀN b. 
MUḤAMMAD ABĪ BAKR al-Mīrghanī, known as al-sayyid al-
Ḥasan Ab Jallābiyya, b. 12 Jumādā II 1235/28 March 1820; d. 18 
Shaʿbān 1286/23 November 1869 (v. infra). 

Aḥmad b. Idrīs al-Naṣayḥ, Manāqib (q.v.), gives the date of al-
Ḥasan’s birth as 12 Jumādā I (or 12 Rajab, according to variant re-
ports, as it says) 1235, i.e. 26 February or 25 April 1820. The same 
source (Rome MS) gives 18 Shaʿbān 1285/1 December 1868 as the 
date of his death. Since Aḥmad b. Idrīs al-Naṣayḥ was an intimate of 
Muḥammad al-Ḥasan, these dates may be preferable to those given 
above from the standard sources. 

Le Châtelier (1887), 233-36; Wingate (1892), 165-66; al-Ibāna, 128-42 and passim; 
Abṭāl al-Khatmiyya, 11-32; Shuqayr (1903), i, 101 and iii, 40-48 (120 and 545-53); 
Seligman (1913), 451-52; Willis (1922), 186; Douin (1936), iii/1, 177-231; 
Cumming (1940), 42-50; Trimingham (1949), 143, 202 and 233; al-Sarrāj 
(1374/1955), 40-41; Hill, Biog. Dic., 157; Voll, thesis (1969), 153-61; Holt (1973), 
131; Grandin (1989), 107-18; Karrar (1992), 73-88 and passim. 

A son of Muḥammad ʿUthmān, Muḥammad al-Ḥasan was born at 
Bāra in Kordofan of a Sudanese lady, Ruqayya bt. Jallāb, of the 
Hawwāra community there. 

He spent his childhood in the Sudan, but was taken to the Ḥijāz 
when he was about fourteen. After memorising the Qurʾān in Medi-
na, he led the life of a hermit for at least a year, moving between al-
Ṭāʾif and Medina and retreating into the desert for religious 
exercises. 

In 1843, he accompanied his father to Sawākin from where he was 
sent on to the Sudan as chief representative of the Khatmiyya. 
Travelling extensively throughout the northern and eastern Sudan, 
he became the true founder of the order there. He eastablished the 
order’s centre at the village of al-Khatmiyya at the foot of Kasalā 
Mountain in the eastern Sudan close to the border with Ethiopia and 
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gained a very widespread reputation as a miracle-worker and saint. 
In 1865, he helped the Turco-Egyptian authorities to suppress a seri-
ous mutiny at Kasalā. 

Muḥammad al-Ḥasan’s writings are short pieces of a devotional 
nature. They were brought together and published in Muḥammad 
ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, Majmūʿ al-awrād al-kabīr (v. supra ), to 
which the following page references refer. 

1. ʿAshr suwar tuqraʾ laylat ʿāshūrāʾ. 
(p. 140). 

2. Daʿwat al-burhāniyya. 
(pp. 116-20). 

3. Daʿwat ism Wadūd. 
(pp. 138-39). 

4. Duʿāʾ al-ism al-mufrad. 
(pp. 121-22). 

5. Duʿāʾ Yā Ḥayy Yā Qayyūm. 
(pp. 120-21). 

6. Manẓūma with various rhymes that change in the course of the 
poem. 
Opens: Jamālī yā jamālī yā jamālī * khitām al-qawmi sulṭān al-
rijāli. 
In praise of himself and of his family. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (l) (photocopy in Bergen). 

7. Qaṣīda. 
Opens: ʿAlat rutbatī ḥaqqan ʿalā kulli rutbatī; refrain: Shayl li’llāh 
yā Mīrghanī shayl li’llāh yā Mīrghanī 
In praise of himself. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (l) (photocopy in Bergen). 

8. Qaṣīda mīmiyya fī madḥ Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Khatm. 
Opens: A-yā qāṣidīna naḥwa ’bni ʿUthmāna fuztum. 
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In praise of his father. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (l) (photocopy in Bergen). 

9. Qaṣīda rāʾiyya fī madḥ Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Khatm. 
Opens: Yā Rabbi wa’rḍā ʿalā ’l-Khatmi ’lladhī qad ẓaharā. 
In praise of his father. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (l) (photocopy in Bergen). 
This poem is attributed to al-Ḥasan w. al-Turābī (q.v.) in Abṭāl al-
Khatmiyya, 77-79. 

10. Ruʾyā Sayyidī al-Sayyid Muḥammad al-Ḥasan Mīrghanī. 
Vision of the Prophet during his sleep; completed 25 Shawwāl 
1263/6 October 1847. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (l) (photocopy in Bergen). 
Publ. in al-Rasāʾil al-Mīrghaniyya, 118-20. 

11. al-Ṣalāt al-Khiḍriyya (or al-Khaḍiriyya). 
(pp. 140-45). 

12. al-Ṣalāt ʿalā sayyidinā Muḥammad wa-ʿalā ālihi wa-ṣaḥbihi. 
(p. 145). 

13. Ṣalawāt sayyidī Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-Mīrghanī. 
(pp. 137-38). 

AḤMAD b. MUḤAMMAD AL-ḤASAN b. MUḤAMMAD 
ʿUTHMĀN al-Mīrghanī, called Aḥmad b. Idrīs, b. 1263/1846, d. c. 
1875. 

Hofheinz (1992), 22; Hofheinz (forthcoming). 

A son of Muḥammad al-Ḥasan b. Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, 
his mother was Fāṭima bt. Muḥammad al-Amīn of the Khōjalāb holy 
clan of Qubbat Khōjalī (Khartoum North). He did not marry, and 
spent most of his life in the Dongola area. He died in Kasalā. 

1. Qaṣīda dāliyya. 
Opens: Salaktu ṭarīq al-qawmi fī baḥri mawridin. 
Praising himself for the high spiritual status he has reached. 
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MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (l) (photocopy in Bergen). 

MUḤAMMAD ʿUTHMĀN (II) b. MUḤAMMAD AL-ḤASAN b. 
MUḤAMMAD ʿUTHMĀN b. MUḤAMMAD ABĪ BAKR al-
Mīrghanī, known as Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-aqrab or al-ṣaghīr, 
b. Friday, “about 10” (sic) Rabīʿ II 1265 / 8 or 9 March 1849, 
d. Saturday, 10 Rabīʿ II 1303/16 January 1886. 

Aḥmad b. Idrīs al-Naṣayḥ al-Rubāṭābī (q.v.), Manāqib, in Abṭāl al-Khatmiyya, 33-
77; Trimingham (1949), 233, who confuses him with Muḥammad Tāj al-Sirr al-
Mīrghanī; Holt (1970), 20, 83 and 166; de Jong (1978), 85, who wrongly calls him 
Muḥammad ʿUthmān Tāj al-Sirr; Karrar (1992), 78, 88-100, 119 and 150. 

Succeeded his father as head of the Khatmiyya in the Sudan; in 
1301/1883-84, he inaugurated the Great Mosque adjoining his fa-
ther’s mausoleum at al-Khatmiyya in Kasalā. In 1886, he sought 
refuge in Eqypt, but died five days after his arrival and was buried in 
Bāb al-Wazīr in Cairo. His son, al-Sayyid ʿAlī became famous for 
his political role during the Condominium. 

1. Ijāza. 
Issued for al-khalīfa al-Shaykh b. al-ḥājj Abī Zayd; 12 Muḥarram 
1296/6 January 1879. 
MS: Bergen NO 133.6/8, photocopy of original at Abū Rannāt 
Island. 

2. Manāqib ṣāḥib al-rātib. 
Radtke (1992), 105 no. 2.4.1. 
Publ. in al-Rasāʾil al-Mīrghaniyya, 97-108. 

3. Minwāl al-ṭarīqa al-ṭāhira al-nūrāniyya. 
The constitution of the Khatmiyya ṭarīqa, describing the duties of 
the khalīfat al-khulafāʾ and the other officials of the order; see 
Radtke (1992), 105 no. 2.4.2. 
Publ. in al-Rasāʾil al-Mīrghaniyya, 93-96. 
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JAʿFAR AL-ṢĀDIQ b. MUḤAMMAD ʿUTHMĀN b. 
MUḤAMMAD ABĪ BAKR al-Mīrghanī, b. 1238/1822-23, d. 
1277/1860-61. 

al-Ibāna, 127; Fih. Fah., 556 and 1093; Hadiyya, i, 256; Īḍāḥ, i, 203; GAL S II, 
810; Kaḥḥāla, iii, 148. Le Châtelier (1887), 235; Muṣṭafā Ṭamūm in Majmūʿat al-
nafaḥāt al-rabbāniyya, 63; al-Sarrāj (1374/1955), 44; Voll, thesis (1969), 248-49; 
Trimingham (1971), 164 and 209; al-Rīfī (1404/1983), 17; Karrar (1992), 81-82 and 
163. 

A son of Muḥammad ʿUthmān; he spent his life in the Ḥijāz where 
he became head of the Khatmiyya after the death of Muḥammad b. 
Muḥammad ʿUthmān (q.v.). 

1. al-Īḍāḥāt al-munhaja li-dafʿ al-nufūs al-munʿawija. 
Comm. on Muḥammad ʿUthmān, al-Qaṣīda al-mubtahija. 
Publ. in al-Rasāʾil al-Mīrghaniyya, 87-92. 

2. Luʾluʾat al-ḥusn al-sāṭiʿa fī baʿḍ manāqib dhī ’l-asrār al-lāmiʿa 
wa’l-fuyūḍāt al-wahbiyya al-nāfiʿa sayyidī [var. sayyidinā wa-
ustādhinā] al-sayyid Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. 
Hagiography of Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī; analysis in 
Grandin (1984), 139-55; see also Radtke (1992), 104 no. 2.3.1. 
MSS: (1) Khartoum (NRO), Misc., 1/24/286, copied Muḥammad 
Aḥmad al-ḥājj ʿAwaḍī, 7 Rabīʿ I 1342/28 September 1923, 35 pp., 
(2) Bergen, no. 348, photocopy of a copy in private ownership in 
Eritrea, (3) Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (e) (photocopy in Bergen). 
Publ. in al-Nafaḥāt al-rabbāniyya, 39-54. 

3. Qiṣṣat al-miʿrāj. 
According to Trimingham (1971), 291, this is an alternative title for 
al-ʿUqūd al-fāʾiqa (v. infra). 
Publ. in a vol. of Khatmiyya writings entitled Qiṣṣat al-miʿrāj, 
Cairo: Muʾassasat M. al-Islāmiyya, 1348/1929-30, 147 pp., pp. 2-34 
(Dāghir, Uṣūl, no. 105). 
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3a. (ed.) Risālat al-Khatm fī baʿḍ al-mubashshirāt. See 
Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, Risālat al-Khatm. 

4. Riyāḍ al-madīḥ wa-jalāʾ kull dhī wudd ṣaḥīḥ wa-shifāʾ kull qalb 
jarīḥ fī madḥ al-nabī al-malīḥ. 
Written in about 1856; prayers and poems. 
Publ. Cairo, lithograph 1289/1872-73 (Nuṣayr, 2/2131); Cairo, litho-
graph, 1317/1899 (Nuṣayr, 2/2130); lithograph, n.p., 1324/1906-7; 
Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 1352/1933, 96 pp.; Cairo: ʿAbd 
al-Raḥmān Muḥammad, n.d., 93 pp; Cairo: Mk. al-Qāhira, n.d. 

5. al-ʿUqūd al-fāʾiqa al-durriyya fī bathth qiṣṣat al-isrāʾ bi-sayyid 
walad ʿAdnān. 
Publ. in al-ʿUqūd al-fāʾiqa, 1-30. 

JAʿFAR b. MUḤAMMAD BAKRĪ b. JAʿFAR AL-ṢĀDIQ al-
Mīrghanī, d. (after 1950?) in Senhit/Keren. 

Durham (SAD) 430/6/4; A. Pollera, Le popolazione indigene dell’Eritrea, Bologna 
1935, 287; Trimingham (1952), 245; J. Baldry, “Anglo-Italian rivalry in Yemen and 
ʿAsīr”, Die Welt des Islams, N.S. 17 (1976-77), 167-68; Hofheinz (forthcoming). 

Having spent his youth in Omdurman during the Mahdiyya, he be-
came the leader of the Khatmiyya in Eritrea after the death of his 
uncle Hāshim al-Mīrghanī (q.v.). He lived in Keren and seems to 
have enjoyed good relations with the Italians who employed him on 
several missions to the Yemen between 1924-27 to mediate between 
the Idrīsī state in ʿAsīr and the Zaydī Imāmate. He is buried, 
together with his brother al-Ḥasan, in Kasalā (the green qubba). 

1. al-Safīna (qaṣīda tāʾiyya). 
Opens: Sharibtu kuʾūs al-ʿilm fī ʿizz maqṣidī. 
Refrain: Shayʾ li-llāh yā Mīrghanī. 
Chanted during processions (zaffa). 
Publ. in al-ʿUqūd al-fāʾiqa, pp. 121-23. 
Translated (first seven verses), Trimingham (1949), 215-16. 
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HĀSHIM b. MUḤAMMAD ʿUTHMĀN b. MUḤAMMAD ABĪ 
BAKR al-Mīrghanī, b. 1266/1849-50, d. Jumādā II 1319/September-
October 1901. 

al-Ibāna, 128; Le Châtelier (1887), 234-35; Trimingham (1952), 245 and 252; al-
Sarrāj (137471955), 45; tarjama in Tāj al-tafāsīr, 7; Voll, thesis (1969), 248. 

A son of Muḥammad ʿUthmān and full brother of Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq 
(q.v.), his mother is said to have been Abyssinian. He was born in 
Mecca (one report has it that he was born in Abyssinia) but spent 
most of his life in and around Maṣawwaʿ where he was the leader of 
the Khatmiyya. Some of his writings appear in an anthology edited 
by himself. He died without leaving any male descendants and is 
buried in Maṣawwaʿ-Ḥutumlī. 

1. Qaṣīda kāfiyya fī madḥ Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: Bi’llāhi wa’l-mukhtār maʿa aḥbābih. 
Refrain: Allāhu yā Allāhu yā Rabbāh. 
In praise of his brother al-Ḥasan. 
Publ. in al-ʿUqūd al-fāʾiqa, 136-37. 

2. Ṣalāt ʿalā ’l-Nabī. 
Untitled prayer on the Prophet, in two parts, the first being only ten 
pages long. Opens: wa-lammā arāda’l-Ḥaqq ibrāz hādhihi ’l-ṣalāt 
ajlasanī bayna yaday al-Ḥabīb. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/8 (c), completed Tuesday, 22 
Muḥarram 1326/25 February 1908 (photocopy in Bergen). 

3. Shifāʾ al-qulūb wa’l-gharām fī madḥ man aḍḥā li’l-anbiyāʾ 
khitām. 
Dīwān. 
Publ. Cairo: M. al-Maḥmūdiyya of Maḥmūd ʿAlī Ṣubayḥ, n.d.; 
Cairo, Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 1355/1936. 

THE WRITINGS OF THE KHATMIYYA TRADITION 

The following section lists the major writings within the Khatmiyya 
tradition as well as some writings by Sudanese about that tradition. 
Writings arising from the Khatmiyya involvement in the national 
politics of the Sudan have not, with a few exceptions, been included. 
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ABŪ BAKR MUḤAMMAD b. ABĪ ’L-MAʿĀLĪ b. ḤAMAD w. 
UMM MARYŌM, known as Wad al-Mutaʿāriḍ, d. 1884. 

Karrar (1992), 79. 

A member of the Khōjalāb holy clan of Qubbat Khōjalī (Khartoum 
North), he was appointed a khalīfa of the Khatmiyya by Muḥammad 
al-Ḥasan (q.v.), with whom he made several journeys. He later 
settled on Misāwī Island in the Shāyqiyya country. He was killed in 
battle during the Mahdiyya. 

1. Qaṣīda lāmiyya fī madḥ ʿAlī al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: A-barqu sāriyati ’l-iṭlāq lam yazal. 
In praise of ʿAlī al-Mīrghanī; written before his birth by inspiration 
(bi-ishāra) from Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. 
Publ. in Shifāʾ al-qulūb, 112-16. 

2. Qaṣīda lāmiyya fī madḥ Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: ʿAlā dhāt al-dhawāt imām kullin. 
In praise of Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-Mīrghanī. 
Publ. in Shifāʾ al-qulūb, 118-20. 

3. Qaṣīda nūniyya fī madḥ Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: Marḥaban ahlan wa-sahlan marḥaban. 
MS: the poem is given in al-Naṣayḥ, al-Ibāna, ff. 59-63 (q.v.); 
Bergen, NO 136.6/11, photocopy of a ms. in private ownership. 
Publ. in al-Ibāna, 145-47. 

4. Qaṣīda rāʾiyya fī madḥ Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: Salām al-tajallī fī rafʿ al-ḥaḍāʾir. 
In praise of Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. 
Publ. in al-Nafaḥāt al-rabbāniyya, 220-23; in Salām al-tajallī wa-
Tajallī ’l-dhāt, Khartoum: Dār al-waṭanī li’l-nashr wa’l-iʿlān wa’l-
tawzīʿ, n.d., pp. 3-6 (Khartoum (NRO), Library no. 8055). 

5. Qaṣīda rāʾiyya fī madḥ Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: Tajallī ’l-dhāt li’l-dhāt al-mukabbir. 
MS: Bergen, NO 137.6/12, photocopy of a ms. in private ownership. 
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Pub. in Salām al-tajallī wa-Tajallī ’l-dhāt, Khartoum: Dār al-waṭanī 
li’l-nashr wa’l-iʿlān wa’l-tawzīʿ, n.d., pp. 3-6 (Khartoum (NRO), 
Library no. 8055). 

6. Qaṣīda tāʾiyya fī madḥ al-Khaḍir. 
Opens: Laduniyyu ’l-ʿulūm ʿalayka aʿlā. 
In praise of al-Khaḍir. 
Publ. in Shifāʾ al-qulūb, 116-18. 

 AḤMAD b. ʿABD AL-RAḤMĀN b. YŪSUF b. ʿĪSĀ al-Ruṭbī al-
ʿAdawī, fl. late 19th cent. 

Hadiyya, i, 189; Īḍāḥ, ii, 578; Kaḥḥāla, i, 270. 

An Egyptian student of Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī. 

1. Minḥat al-aṣḥāb li-man arāda sulūk ṭarīq al-aṣfiyāʾ wa’l-aḥbāb. 
Completed Rajab 1292/August-September 1875. Trimingham 
(1971), 155-57 and 159 translates parts (pp. 81-83 and 84-85 of the 
1399 edn.) of this work that deal with the seven spiritual states and 
the fundamental position of the Sharʿīa. The book is a compilation 
“from the works of the Sufis” (min kutub al-qawm); see further 
Radtke (1992), 105 no. 2.6.1. 
Publ. in al-Rasāʾil al-Mīrghaniyya, 61-86. 

AḤMAD b. IBRĀHĪM al-Shintināwī, known as Abū Ḥurayba, b. c. 
1208/1794; d. 1268/1852. 

Mubārak, Khiṭaṭ, iv, 49-50, a notice of Abū Ḥurayba composed by Sh. Sayyid al-
Bājūrī al-Shāfiʿī of al-Azhar, one of his students (Shifāʾ al-qulūb, 106); a 
translation is given in Delanoue (1982), 324-26; al-Ibāna, 113-14; Tāj al-tafāsīr, 
tarjama, 8. 

The principal Egyptian khalīfa of Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī; 
shaykh at al-Azhar and khaṭīb and imām of the mosque of Umm al-
Sulṭān al-Ashraf from 1253/1837-38 until his death. He appears to 
have been most influential in the spread of the Khatmiyya in Egypt. 
He is buried in the mosque of Qajmās in the Darb al-Aḥmar quarter 
of Cairo where a weekly assembly (ḥaḍra) used to be held in his 
memory. 
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1. (Book comprising about 70 subjects). 
Mubārak, Khiṭaṭ, iv, 49-50. 

2. (Brief commentary on the Qurʾān). 
Mubārak, Khiṭaṭ, iv, 49-50. 

3. Dhayl to a qaṣīda by Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, incl. a 
comm., comprising c. 18 kurrāsa (quire; unit of paper). 
Mubārak, Khiṭaṭ, iv, 49-50. 

4. Qaṣāʾid. 
a) Qaṣīda on the 99 Most Beautiful Names of God, c. 100 verses. 
b) Qaṣīda, c. 30 verses. 
c) Qaṣīda tāʾiyya, modelled after the Q. tāʾiyya of Ibn al-Fāriḍ, c. 
1200 (!) verses. 
d) al-Qaṣīda al-tawḥīdiyya al-ʿaṣmāʾ. 
Quintain, publ. in Shifāʾ al-qulūb, 106-11. 

5. Sharḥ. 
“Un commentaire des sentences de son maître ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, 
qui couvre environ soixante-dix cahiers (kurrāsa)”, Delanoue 
(1982), 325. 

6. Various Prayers. 
Incl. tawassulāt, munājāt, awrād, and others. 
Mubārak, Khiṭaṭ, iv, 49-50. 

AḤMAD b. MUḤAMMAD b. AḤMAD al-Naṣayḥ al-Rubāṭābī, 
known as Ibn Idrīs al-Rubāṭābī or Aḥmad b. Idrīs al-Naṣayḥ, d. in 
the 1890s. 

His nickname, Aḥmad b. Idrīs, may either come from an uncle or in-
law, ḥājj Idrīs (see al-Ibāna, 132), or from his master’s teacher. 

al-Ibāna, 34-39, 132 and 149; Abū Salīm (1968), 36-44; Karrar, thesis (1977), 142; 
idem (1992), 77-78 and 92; Hofheinz (forthcoming). 

Aḥmad’s family were from the Rubāṭāb people; his mother was the 
elder sister of Ruqayya bt. Jallāb, the mother of Muḥammad al-
Ḥasan al-Mīrghanī, and he was thus a cousin of the principal propa-
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gator of the Khatmiyya in the Sudan. His father had been appointed 
a khalīfa of the Khatmiyya by Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. 
Aḥmad was educated in the Berber district and was appointed 
khalīfat al-khulafāʾ during the lifetime of Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-
Mīrghanī. 

1. al-Daʿāwā al-munazzaha li-rūḥ al-nabī wa-ahl baytihi sādatinā 
al-Marāghina. 
MS: Bergen, NO 158.8/1, photograph of a copy in private ownership 
in Eritrea. 

2. al-Ibāna al-nūriyya fī shāʾn ṣāḥib al-ṭarīqa al-Khatmiyya. 
Completed 2 Rajab 1307/22 February 1890 at Sawākin. This work is 
a most comprehensive and detailed account of the life, travels and 
writings of Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. It also contains much 
information on the early organization and leaders of the Khatmiyya. 
MSS: [ the following is partially based on al-Ibāna, ed. Abū Salīm, 
46-51] (1) Bāra MS., Khartoum (NRO), Misc., 1/26/1110, incom-
plete, photocopy of the original in the possession of the Bādī family, 
al-Ubayyiḍ, Kordofan, (2) “Mukhtalifa” MS., Khartoum (NRO), 
Misc., 1/63/1126, incomplete, photocopy of an original ms. of 
unknown provenance, (3) MS. of Muḥammad ʿAbd al-Jawwād, 
together with Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, al-Nafaḥāt al-
Makkiyya (q.v.), Khartoum (NRO), Misc., 1/63/4430, (4) MS. of al-
Būshābī, Khartoum (NRO), Amānāt 1/14/59, copied by ʿAbd al-Jalīl 
b. Muḥammad al-ʿAwaḍ Saʿīd b. al-ḥājj Aḥmad al-Būshābī, 15 
Dhū’l-ḥijja 1339/20 August 1921, (5) Bergen, NO 137.6/12 
(incomplete), photocopy of a ms. in private ownership in the north-
ern Sudan, (6) Bergen no. 339 (complete), photocopy of a ms. in 
private ownership in Eritrea, (7) a copy is said to exist in al-Dāmar 
in the hands of the local Khatmiyya khulafāʾ, al-ḥājj Fātiḥ and al-
khalīfa Aḥmad Ḥasan, (8) Khartoum (NRO), Collection of Aḥmad 
al-Muʿtaṣim al-Shaykh, no. 281, a copy of the original in the posses-
sion of the ʿAbābsa family of Muqrāt; see al-Sheikh and Salih 
(1983), 81-82. 
Publ. Beirut: Dār al-Jīl, ed. Muḥammad Ibrāhīm Abū Salīm, 1991. 
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3. Manāqib saniyya fī ḥaqq dhī ’l-akhlāq al-ẓāhira al-nūrāniyya 
[…] al-sayyid Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-Mīrghanī. 
Hagiography of Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-Mīrghanī (q.v.). 
MSS: (1) Khartoum (NRO), Misc., 1/64/1159, 29 pp., completed 2 
Muḥarram 1363/29 December 1943, (2) Khartoum (UL), 8 QCb, 26 
pp., 1351/1932-33, (3) Bergen, NO 171.11/7 (photocopy of a copy 
in private ownership, (4) Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (k) (photocopy 
in Bergen), (5) ms. in the possession of al-ḥājj Muḥammad Dāwūd 
al-Amīn; this ms. forms the basis of the published version. 
Publ. under the title, Sīrat al-sayyid Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-
Mīrghanī, in Abṭāl al-Khatmiyya, 11-32. 

4. Muqaddima. 
Introduction to Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, Tāj al-tafāsīr li-
kalām al-Malik al-kabīr (q.v.). The muqaddima is only printed in the 
Cairo: M. Būlāq, 1313/1895 edn. of Tāj al-tafāsīr. 
See further, al-Ibāna, 38-39. 

5. Qaṣīda nūniyya fī madḥ Aḥmad ibn Idrīs. 
Opens: ʿArrij akhī ilā ’l-ḥimā ’l-rabbānī. 
In praise of Aḥmad b. Idrīs. 
Publ. in Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, Manāqib …Aḥmad b. 
Idrīs, pp. 55-59 (q.v.). 

6. Riyāḍ al-madīḥ. Dīwān. 
Abū Salīm in al-Ibāna, 38, reports this work. It is unclear if it is the 
same as no. 2 above. 

7. Sīrat al-sayyid Muḥammad ʿUthman al-aqrab al-Mīrghanī. 
Hagiography of Muḥammad ʿUthmān II b. Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-
Mīrghanī (q.v.). 
Publ. in Abṭāl al-Khatmiyya, 33-77. 

8. al-Ṭawd al-rāsikh wa’l-ʿalam al-shāmikh. 
A dīwān of seven poems comprising 362 verses; see further, al-
Ibāna, 37-38. 
MS: Khartoum (NRO), Misc., 1/24/286. 
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9. Zīnat al-maḥāfil al-Mīrghaniyya fī manāqib sayyidinā 
Muḥammad Abī Bakr. 
MS: Bergen, photocopy of a ms. in private ownership in Eritrea. 

AḤMAD w. SAʿD. 

al-Ibāna, 114. 

Khatmiyya khalīfa in Darāw, Upper Egypt; he stayed with 
Muḥammad ʿUthmān for some time in Maṣawwaʿ. A manāqib on 
Wad Saʿd is reported to have been written by one of his students. 

1. Tāj al-tafāsīr.  
Comm. on the Qurʾān; see al-Ibāna, 114. 
Presumably inspired by the comm. of the same name by Muḥammad 
ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. 

AḤMAD ṢĀLIḤ b. MUḤAMMAD al-Masallamī, late 19th/early 
20th cent. 

No biographical information available. 

1. Bulūgh al-murīd fī sharḥ Munjiyat al-ʿabīd. 
Comm. on Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, Munjiyat al-ʿabīd min 
hawl yawm al-waʿd wa’l-waʿīd (q.v.). 
Publ. London: al-Maktaba al-Islāmiyya, 1410/1990, 64 pp., under 
the title Munjiyat al-ʿabīd fī ʿilm al-tawḥīd. 

ḤASAN TĀJ AL-DIN AL-KAMANKHALĪ 

Tarjama in Tāj al-Tafāsīr (Beirut, 1979, p. 4). 

A scholar from Medina. 

1. Manāqib al-ustādh Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. 
No further information. 

AL-ḤASAN w. AL-TURĀBĪ, late 19th cent. 

Khatmiyya khalīfa from a well-known Sudanese holy family, the de-
scendants of Ḥamad al-Naḥlān (d. 1116/1704-5; see K. al-ṭabaqāt, 
160-73). 
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1. Qaṣīda hamziyya fī madḥ Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī al-
Khatm. 
Opens: Yā rabbī irḍā ʿan al-Khatm alladhī qad ẓaharā. 
In praise of Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. 
Publ. in Abṭāl al-Khatmiyya, 77-79. 
This poem is attributed to Muḥammad al-Ḥasan b. Muḥammad 
ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī in the MS Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (l) 
(q.v.). 

2. Qaṣīda hamziyya fī madḥ Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: Yā rabbi irḍa (sic) ʿan al-janāb al-Mīrghanī. 
Completed 1295/1878-79. 
In praise of Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī. 
Publ. in al-ʿIqd al-munaẓẓam, 160-63. 

3. Qaṣīda nūniyya fī madḥ Muḥammad ʿUthmān ibn Muḥammad al-
Ḥasan al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: Yā maʿshar al-khalq min jinn wa-min bashar. 
In praise of Muḥammad ʿUthmān b. Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-
Mīrghanī. 
Publ. in al-ʿUqūd al-fāʾiqa, 141-43. 

ḤUSAYN b. AḤMAD 

Hofheinz (forthcoming). 

Khatmiyya khalīfa in the Yemen. It is possible that this is the same 
person as Ḥusayn b. Aḥmad b. Muḥammad b. Aḥmad Quraysh, 
noted as the owner of the ms., al-Mudhkal (Rome (Minstero), 
1042/2 (c)) in 1873. 

While no author is given for no. 1 below, the reference in no. 2 to 
no. 1 together with the similarity of topics and style make it very 
likely that the two were written by the same person. 

1. al-Durra al-yatīma fī manāqib man lahu al-akhlāq al-fakhīma. 
Hagiography in verse of [Muḥammad] ʿUthmān Taj al-Sirr (q.v.); 
completed 1334/1915/6. 
MS: Rome (Minstero), 1044/10 (a) (photocopy in Bergen). 
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2. Kunūz al-jawāhir wa’l-durar fī anwār manāqib Tāj al-Sirr al-
sayyid Muḥammad ʿUthmān. 
Hagiography in prose of [Muḥammad] ʿUthmān Tāj al-Sirr (q.v.); 
completed before al-Durra al-yatīma where there is a reference to 
the prose version of the manāqib. 
MS: Rome (Minstero), 1044/10 (b) (photocopy in Bergen). 

ḤUSAYN b. MUḤAMMAD IBRĀHĪM 

Hofheinz (forthcoming). 

No biographical information. 

1. al-Manāqib al-durariyya fī muʿāmalat sayyid al-nubuwwa (?) al-
Hāshimiyya. 
Hagiography of Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-Mīrghanī (q.v.); composed 
at the request of al-Ḥasan’s son, Muḥammad ʿUthmān II and com-
pleted Thursday, 29 Dhū ’l-ḥijja 1292/27 January 1876. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (l) (photocopy in Bergen). 

AL-JAZŪLĪ b. ʿABD AL-WAHHĀB 

al-Ibāna, 92. 

He came from the area between the Blue Nile and the Ethiopian bor-
derlands, and joined Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī in al-Saniyya 
(Kasalā) where he was appointed khalīfat al-khulafāʾ. Nothing else 
is known of him except that he was believed to have flown in the air. 

1. al-Jawāhir al-maknūna li’l-ikhwān fī manāqib sayyidī al-sayyid 
ʿAbd Allāh al-Maḥjūb ibn Khatm ahl al-ʿirfān. 
Hagiography of ʿAbd Allāh al-Maḥjūb al-aṣghar b. Muḥammad 
ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, who was born, according to al-Jawāhir al-
maknūna, at al-Saniyya on Friday 10 Rajab 1244/16 January 1829 
(other sources give the date of his birth as 1237/1821-22) and who 
died in 1250/1834-35. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (j) (photocopy in Bergen). 

MAḤMŪD BĀDĪ, fl. early and mid-19th cent. 

al-Ibāna, 76 and n. 31; Karrar (1992), 60. 
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A Sudanese from Kordofan and member of the Hawwāra commu-
nity at al-Ubayyiḍ. He became a khalīfa of Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-
Mīrghanī who initiated him during his visit to Kordofan. Maḥmūd 
was uncle to Ruqayya bt. Jallāb whom Muḥammad ʿUthmān 
married and by whom he had Muḥammad al-Ḥasan. Maḥmūd’s 
three sons, Muḥammad Fawzī, Aḥmaday and Khalīl were prominent 
supporters of the Mahdi (see Shaked (1978), 125 and n. 22). 

Some pages from his writings are preserved in NRO (Khartoum) 
in addition to the work noted below. 

1. Asānīd al-ṭarīqa al-Khatmiyya. 
MS: Khartoum (NRO), Collection of Aḥmad al-Muʿtaṣim al-
Shaykh, no. 266. 

AL-MISMĀRĪ (?) 

No biographical information. 

1. Nafaḥāṭ al-Khatmiyya fī shamāʾil al-Mīrghaniyya. 
A dīwān . 
Publ. Khartoum: M. Miṣr, n.d., 32 pp. (SLUK 3464). 

MUḤAMMAD b. ʿABD AL-MAJĪD b. MUḤAMMAD AL-
SARRĀJ. 

Voll, thesis (1969), 707-8. 

Sudanese civil servant who worked for a period with the Post and 
Telegraph Office. It is unconfirmed whether he had any relationship 
to al-Sarrāj al-Qārī (q.v.) or Tāj al-Dīn b. Muḥammad Sarrāj (q.v.). 

1. Irshād al-sārī li-tarājim āl ʿĪsā ibn Bishāra al-Anṣārī. 
Hagiographies of members of the Āl ʿĪsā al-Anṣārī (q.v.). 
Publ. Khartoum: M. al-Nahḍa al-Sūdāniyya, 1955 (SLUK 674). 

2. al-Manāhij al-ʿaliyya fī tarājim al-sāda al-Mīrghaniyya. 
Hagiographies of members of the Mīrghanī family. 
Publ. Khartoum: M. al-Nahḍa al-Sūdāniyya, 1955, 100 pp. (SLUK 
675). 
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3. Shaqāʾiq al-nuʿmān fī ḥayāt al-Mahdī wa-waqāʾiʿ al-Sūdān. 
On the Mahdi and the history of the Sudan. 
Publ. Cairo: Dār iḥyāʾ al-kutub al-Miṣriyya. 1947, 190 pp. (SLUK 
1717). 

4. al-Tabyīn fī ḥajj bayt Allāh wa-ādāb al-dīn. 
On the rules for the conduct of the pilgrimage. 
Publ. Cairo: Dār iḥyāʾ al-kutub al-Miṣriyya, 1949, 199 pp. (SLUK 
3875). 

MUḤAMMAD AL-AMĪN ABŪ QURAYN, late 19th cent. 

Sudanese khalīfa of Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī. 

1. al-Durar al-ḥisān fī ibṭāl qawl man jawwaza taʿāṭī ṭāba wa-shurb 
al-dukhān. 
Treatise in condemnation of tobacco. 
Publ. Cairo: M. al-Waṭaniyya 1939, 40 pp. 

2. al-Jawāhir al-zakiyya fī madḥ khayr al-bariyya … wa’l-riyāḍ al-
ḥisān fī madḥ āl al-bayt wa’l-awliyaʾ dhawī ’l-shaʾn. 
Publ. Cairo: M. al-Salafiyya, 1342/1923-24, 58 pp. (SLUK 3437). 

3. Qaṣīda dāliyya fī madḥ Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: In rumta an taḥẓā bi-kull faḍīla. 
In praise of Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. 
Publ. in Shifāʾ al-qulūb, 121-23. 

4. Qaṣīda ḥāʾiyya fī madḥ Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: A-dhāt khidr asfarat bi-wishāḥ. 
In praise of Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī. 
Publ. in Shifāʾ al-qulūb, 123-25. 

5. Qaṣīda ḥāʾiyya fī rithāʾ Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: Khaṭb khaṭīr dahā al-islām ajmaʿahu. 
Elegy for Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī. 
Publ. in Shifāʾ al-qulūb, 127-28. 
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6. Qaṣīda mīmiyya fī madḥ Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī. 
Opens: Maḥāmidu ṭābat min samīr al-mafākhir. 
In praise of Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī based on the nu-
merical value of his name. 
Publ. in Shifāʾ al-qulūb, 125-26. 

7. al-Rawḍ al-azhar fīmā yataʿallaq bi’l-amr bi’l-maʿrūf wa’l-nahy 
ʿan al-munkar. 
Publ. together with al-Durar al-ḥisān (no. 1 above). 

8. al-Rumḥ al-ṭaʿʿān fī naḥr man abāḥa shurb al-dukhān.  
Vers. treatise in condemnation of tobacco. 
Publ. together with al-Durar al-ḥisān (no. 1 above). 

MUḤAMMAD DAFʿ ALLĀH. 

No biographical information. 

1. Manāqib al-sayyid Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-Mīrghanī. 
Hagiography of Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-Mīrghanī. 
MS: Khartoum (NRO), Misc., 1/64/1159, undated, 28 pp. 

MUḤAMMAD ʿUTHMĀN al-ʿAmawī 

No biographical information. 

1. Manāqib al-sharīfa al-sayyida Maryam al-Mīrghaniyya. 
Hagiography of al-sharīfa Maryam bt. Hāshim b. Muḥammad 
ʿUthmān I. (1287/1870-71 - 1 Rajab 1371/25-26 March 1952), who 
after the death of her husband, Muḥammad ʿUthmān Tāj al-Sirr 
(q.v.) became the most important “saint” of the Eastern Sudan; her 
tomb in Sinkāt is an important pilgrimage centre. See Grandin 
(1988), 122-28.. 
Publ. n.p., 1966. 

MUṢṬAFĀ ṬAMŪM. 

An Egyptian follower of Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Khayr al-
Mīrghanī and a teacher in a government school at Ṭanṭā. 
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1. Manāqib shaykh al-ṭarīqa wa-maʿdin al-ḥaqīqa al-ustādh al-
sayyid Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī.  
Biography of Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Khayr b. Muḥammad 
Sirr al-Khatm b. Muḥammad ʿUthmān (q.v.). Some of the work 
appears to be copied from Aḥmad b. Muḥammad b. Aḥmad al-
Naṣayḥ, tarjama (q.v.), in Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, Tāj al-
tafāsīr (q.v.). 
Publ. in al-Nafaḥāt al-rabbāniyya, 55-92, and concludes with 
several eulogies of Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī al-Khayr 
by other writers. 

shaykh SĀLIM, known as al-ʿālim, early 19th cent. 

al-Nafaḥāt al-rabbāniyya, 10. 

A Sudanese follower of Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī from 
Kordofan from an unidentified village called f.ī.f.j.ʿ. 

1. al-Durr wa’l-laʾāl fī ʿadad sanad rijāl shaykhinā dhī ’l-kamāl. 
Poem on the sanad of Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī; it is 
printed together with the comm. upon it (allegedly by Muḥammad 
ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī), al-Nafaḥāt al-Makkiyya (q.v.); see Radtke 
(1992), 101. 
Publ. in al-Nafaḥāt al-rabbāniyya, 34-36. 

AL-SARRĀJ AL-QĀRĪ. 

Apparently an Egyptian writer in the Khatmiyya tradition. He was 
possibly the grandfather of Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Majīd b. 
Muḥammad al-Sarrāj (q.v.). 

1. Manāqib al-sayyid Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī. 
Hagiography of Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī (q.v.). 
MS: Cairo (DK) Taymūriyya, taʾrīkh 409. 

TĀJ AL-DĪN B. MUḤAMMAD SARRĀJ 

Hofheinz (forthcoming). 

A foster brother of Muḥammad Yāsīn b. ʿAbd Allāh al-Maḥjūb 
(q.v.). He stayed in Mecca when ʿAbd Allāh moved to al-Ṭāʾif. 
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1. Mawāhib al-ghuyūb fī manāqib al-Maḥjūb al-sayyid ʿAbd Allāh 
al-Mīrghanī al-maḥbūb. 
Hagiography of ʿAbd Allāh al-Maḥjūb b. Ibrāhīm al-Mīrghanī, to be 
performed on the occasion of his anniversary celebration (ḥawliyya). 
It includes one qaṣīda on the manāqib of ʿAbd Allāh by the author 
of this hagiography; and two brief poems by ʿAbd Allāh al-Mīrghanī 
classified as shaṭaḥāt (theopathic exclamations). 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (m) (photocopy in Bergen). 

ʿUTHMĀN b. MUḤAMMAD b. MŪSĀ b. ʿUMAR b. SŪMĀR 
(var. ṢŪMĀR), known as Fawānīs or Buqēra, fl. c. 1904-1918. 

Hofheinz (forthcoming). 

Allegedly of Sharīfī descent, he succeeded his father (whose teacher 
had been Muḥammad ʿUthmān Tāj al-Sirr al-Mīrghanī, q.v.) as 
Khatmī khalīfa and teacher of Ḥanafī fiqh in al-Ḥudayda (Yemen). 

1. al-Aṣl al-mustaṭāb wa-sulālat al-anjāb fī naqd al-radd wa’l-
jawāb. 
A poem (manẓūma) on the gramophone question.7 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4 (f/1), 22 Jumādā I 1330/10 May 
1912 (photocopy in Bergen). 

2. Basṭ al-nuqūl al-muyassara fī (mas’alat) jawāz al-tilāwa bi’l-
ujra. 
A treatise arguing that the payment of fees to those who recite the 
Qurʾān on graves is permitted; completed 1325/1907-8. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4 (k) (photocopy in Bergen). 

3. Ḥaqāʾiq al-iḥsān li-ḥall alfāẓ Taḥiyyat al-ṣibyān. 
Text of ʿUthmān’s (?) Taḥiyyat al-ṣibyān (a versified instruction 
manual on prayer for young children), and comm. on it; completed 
22 Dhū ’l-Qaʿda 1322/28 January 1905. 

                                     

7 ʿUthmān’s attack on the gramophone was apparently directed against Muḥammad b. 
ʿAlī al-Idrīsī (q.v.), the most serious threat to Ottoman sovereignty in the Yemen at the time; 
cf. Hofheinz (forthcoming). 
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MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/19. 

4. al-Ḥujja al-qāṭiʿa sharḥ al-Risāla al-jāmiʿa wa’l-tadhkira al-
nāfiʿa ʿalā madhhab al-imām al-aʿẓam Abī Ḥanīfa al-Nuʿmān. 
Comm. on ʿAlī b. Zayn al-Ḥibshī, al-Risāla al-jāmiʿa wa’l-tadhkira 
al-nāfiʿa (bayn uṣūl al-dīn wa’l-fiqh). (GAL S II, 814); it is more 
elaborate than ʿUthmān’s al-Jawāhir al-lāmiʿa (q.v.). 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1046/18, copy completed by Muḥammad b. 
Muḥammad ʿAlī ʿAbd al-Wahhāb in Muḥarram 1325/February-
March 1907. 

5. Iʿlām al-suṭūr fī bayān aḥkām al-qirāʾa ʿalā ’l-qubūr. 
When ʿUthmān was confronted with the question whether it is 
permitted to hire people to recite the Qurʾān on graves, he consulted 
his Ḥanafī law books; he found that the author of one of the glosses 
to al-Durr al-mukhtār [fī sharḥ Tanwīr al-abṣār] prohibited it. The 
comm., al-Durr al-mukhtār, was written by Muḥammad b. ʿAlā al-
Dīn al-Ḥaṣkafī (1616-1677) on Tanwīr al-abṣār by Aḥmad al-
Tirmitāshī (d. 1595; GAL II, 311, S II, 428; Aʿlām, vi, 293). It may 
be noted that Muḥammad Amīn b. Ḥasan b. Muḥammad Amīn al-
Mīrghanī (q.v.). wrote a comm. on al-Durr al-mukhtār. 

The present treatise was written to refute this position, and to clar-
ify the rules and conditions under which the recitation and payment 
for it are permitted. Completed Wednesday, Shāʿbān 1325/ Septem-
ber-October 1907. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4 (l) (photocopy in Bergen). 

6. Īrād al-abrār [ʿalā] manẓūmatī al-musammāt Mahbiṭ al-asrār. 
Comm. on his own Mahbiṭ al-asrār (q.v.); completed after 3 months 
and 20 days of writing on Wednesday, 5 Dhū ’l-Qaʿda 1333/15 
September 1915. It includes four ijāzas given to him and to his 
father. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/12 (photocopy of last 4 pp. in Bergen). 

7. Ishrāq al-hudā ’l-mudill fī intiqāḍ al-iʿtirāḍ alladhī fī al-Qawl al-
faṣl. 
Refutation of a treatise apparently written by Muḥammad b. ʿAbd 
al-Qādir b. ʿAbd al-Bārī al-Ahdal (d. 1909) and entitled, al-Qawl al-
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faṣl [fī …] which attacks ʿUthmān’s opposition to the gramophone. 
Completed Monday, 2 Dhū ’l-Qaʿda 1327/15 November 1909. 
Muḥammad Bārī, as he was known, was a scholar and writer at al-
Ḥudayda (on his writings, see al-Ḥibshī (n.d.), 144, 248, 250, 306, 
393). Despite the fact that he was one of ʿUthmān’s teachers, he be-
came his most vocal opponent in the gramophone debate. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4 (g) (photocopy in Bergen). 

8. al-Istidlāl al-ṣādiq fī ḥurmat al-ṣundūq al-nāṭiq li-kawnihi min 
al-khawāriq. 
The earliest of a series of treatises demonstrating that the gramo-
phone is prohibited. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4 (e), copy compl. 22 Rabīʿ II 1329/22 
April 1911; the original text must be older, as its title is mentioned 
in ʿUthmān’s al-Taḥrīr al-ʿidl (q.v.) which dates from 1907 
(photocopy in Bergen). 

9. al-Istikshāf al-muwaṣṣil (sharḥ Iʿānat al-Muḥaṣṣil) aw al-tanqīḥ 
al-mujmal li-ḥall alfāẓ naẓm al-Mudkhal. 
Commentary on Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Qādir b. ʿAbd al-Bārī [al-
Ahdal]’s Iʿānat al-muḥaṣṣil li-stiʿānat al-taḥṣīl li-mā fī al-Mudkhal, 
a poem (manẓūma) to facilitate the memorization of the principles of 
rhetoric and stylistics contained in ʿAḍuḍ al-Dīn al-Ījī’s (d. 
756/1355) al-Mudkhal fī ʿilm al-maʿānī wa’l-bayān wa’l-badʿ) 
(GAL II, 209, S II 292; a copy of al-Mudkhal is also preserved in 
Rome (Ministero), 1042/2 (c)). Copy compl. 13 Jumādā I 1334/17 
March 1916. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/6. 

10. Iẓhār al-ḥaqq al-aqwam fī faḍāʾil Mawlānā ’l-Sulṭān al-Aʿẓam 
(al-Khāmis Muḥammad Rashād al-mufakhkham dāma mulkuhu). 
A treatise praising the Ottoman Sultan Muḥammad V Rashād 
(reigned 1909-18), including a defense of the Ottoman constitution 
as reinstated by the Young Turks.  
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4 (j), completed Thursday, 14 Jumādā 
I 1329/11 May 1911 (photocopy in Bergen). 
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11 Jalāʾ al-abṣār sharḥ Luʾluʾat al-anwār naẓm Mukhtaṣar al-
Manār fī ʿilm uṣūl al-dīn. 
Comm. on his own poem (manẓūma), Luʾluʾat al-anwār; compl. 
Shaʿbān 1324/October-September 1906 (or 1327/August-September 
1909? this would correspond to the pencil note in Italian, “1909-
10”). 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/13. 

12. al-Jawāhir al-lāmiʿa ʿalā ’l-Risāla al-jāmiʿa wa’l-tadhkira al-
nāfiʿa ʿalā madhhab al-imām al-aʿẓam Abī Ḥanīfa al-Nuʿmān. 
Comm. on ʿAlī b. Zayn al-Ḥibshī, al-Risāla al-jāmiʿa wa’l-tadhkira 
al-nāfiʿa (bayn uṣūl al-dīn wa’l-fiqh) (GAL S II, 814). It effectively 
covers only ritual prayer and purity (ṭahāra). For another, longer 
version of this comm., also by ʿUthmān, see al-Ḥujja al-qāṭiʿa. 
Completed Saturday, 22 Muḥarram 1322/9 April 1904. 
MSS: (1) Rome (Ministero), 1042/3, (2) 1045/14, dated 14 Ṣafar 
1325/29 March 1907. 

13. Luʾluʾat al-anwār naẓm Mukhtaṣar al-Manār fī ʿilm uṣūl al-
dīn. 
Vers. of Mukhtaṣar al-Manār fī uṣūl al-fiqh by Ḥāfiẓ al-Dīn Abū ’l-
Barakāt ʿAbd Allāh b. Aḥmad al-Nasafī (d. 1310), which was a very 
popular Ḥanafī account of the foundations of law (W. Heffening, 
“al-Nasafī IV” in EI (2); GAL II, 196, S II 263). 

14. Mahbiṭ al-asrār fī naẓm fiqh al-akhyār. 
A treatise in verse explaining “everything the students need” to 
know on fiqh; effectively only on ritual obligations (ʿibādāt) accord-
ing to the Ḥanafī school. Completed 3 Rabīʿ I 1329/4 March 1911. 
See ʿUthmān’s own comm.on this work, Īrād al-abrār. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4 (a) (photocopy in Bergen). 

15. Maqāṣid al-bayān fī ḥukm al-ṣalāt khalfa kull insān. 
A poem (manẓūma) with the same subject as the treatise Nuṣrat al-
ʿālimīn (q.v.) which it immediately precedes. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4 (d/1) (photocopy in Bergen). 
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16. Nafāʾiḥ al-Jabbār al-Jalīl fī radd mā awradahu fī Ghāyat al-
intiṣār min al-dalīl. 
Refutation of Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Qādir al-Ahdal’s Ghāyat al-
intiṣār li-kawn al-ṣundūq al-nāṭiq laysa min al-asmār, a work appar-
ently written to refute arguments against the gramophone; completed 
Shaʿbān 1326/August-September 1908. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4 (i) (photocopy in Bergen). 

17. al-Nafḥa al-wahbiyya fī ibṭāl al-qawl bi-karāhiyyat al-ṣalāt 
khalfa ’l-Ḥanafiyya. 
A treatise to refute the position of some Shāfiʿī contemporaries of 
ʿUthmān who spread the view that it was objectionable (makrūh) to 
pray behind a Ḥanafī imām. The Shāfiʿiyya was the madhhab of the 
majority of the population of the Red Sea coast, while the Ḥanafiyya 
was that of their Ottoman overlords. Completed Thursday, 27 Ṣafar 
1330/15 February 1912. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4 (c) (photocopy in Bergen). 

18. al-Naṣḥ al-shāriq li-ḥurmat al-ṣundūq al-nāṭiq al-khāriq. 
A poem (manẓūma) on the gramophone question; it was probably 
completed in 1907. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4, 23 Jumādā I 1330/11 May 1912) 
(f/2) (photocopy in Bergen). 

19. Nuṣrat al-ʿālamīn fī radd qawl al-khāsirīn. 
A treatise to refute the view of some Shāfiʿīs who claim that it is ob-
jectionable (makrūh) to pray behind a Ḥanafī imām. The original 
was completed Monday, 4 Rabīʿ II 1326/4 May 1908. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4 (d/2), copy completed Saturday, 29 
Jumādā I 1326/27 June 1908 (photocopy in Bergen). 

20. al-Sirr al-mubdā fī masʾalat al-iqtidā (bi-kull imām min al-
bariyya). 
The earliest of a series of treatises demonstrating that it is permitted 
to pray behind every Muslim who knows the form of prayer, even if 
he is ignorant of the meaning of its words [i.e., a Turk?]; drawing on 
Ḥanafī sources and including polemics against some Shāfiʿīs. 
Completed 18 Rabīʿ I 1326/20 April 1908. 
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MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4 (b) (photocopy in Bergen). 

21. al-Taḥrīr al-ʿidl fī taḥqīq kawn nuṭq al-ṣundūq min qabīl nuṭq 
al-ʿijl. 
A brief treatise to clarify certain points made in his more elaborate 
work, al-Istidlāl al-ṣādiq (q.v.), to demonstrate the analogy of the 
gramophone with the golden calf. Completed Thursday, 1 Shawwāl 
1325/7 November 1907. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4 (f/3) (photocopy in Bergen). 

22. Tanqīḥ al-ghurar al-bahiyya (fī) sharḥ al-Durar al-saniyya 
(naẓm al-ʿAqāʾid al-Nasafiyya). 
Comm. on Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Qādir b. ʿAbd al-Bārī’s versifica-
tion of Abū Ḥafs ʿUmar al-Nasafī al-Māturīdī (4601068–5371142; 
see GAL I, 427, S I, 758),ʿAqāʾid. An autograph which was com-
pleted 8 Rabīʿ I 1334/11 January 1916. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/5. 

23. al-Wahb al-masbūk wa-ḥilyat al-ʿulamāʾ wa’l-mulūk. 
A treatise defending ʿUthmān’s opposition towards the gramophone 
against those who have attacked his al-Taḥrīr al-ʿidl and al-Naṣḥ al-
shāriq; completed Ṣafar 1327/February-March 1909. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1043/4 (h) (photocopy in Bergen). 

ANONYMOUS HAGIOGRAPHIES 

1. Tarjamat al-sayyid Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. 
Hagiography of Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī (q.v.) 
MS: Khartoum (NRO), Misc., 1/64/1159, 16 pp. 

2. Manāqib 
Chapter (Faṣl) One [of a manāqib work not otherwise identified], on 
the karāmāt of Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī. On p. 1, there is a 
quotation by Muḥyī al-Dīn b. ʿArabī. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (c) (photocopy in Bergen). 
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3. Manāqib al-sayyid Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī. 
Hagiography of Muḥammad Sirr al-Khatm al-Mīrghanī (q.v.). This 
may possibly be the same as Muṣṭafā Ṭamūm, Manāqib shaykh al-
ṭarīqa wa-maʿdin al-ḥaqīqa al-ustādh al-sayyid Muḥammad Sirr al-
Khatm al-Mīrghanī (q.v.). 
MS: Cairo (DK) Taymūriyya, taʾrīkh 490. 

4. al-ʿUqūd al-jawhariyya fī ’l-manāqib al-sirriyya. 
Hagiographical poem (qaṣīda tāʾiyya) on Muḥammad [b. 
Muḥammad] ʿUthmān [al-Mīrghanī] Sirr al-Khatm (q.v.), to be per-
formed during the anniversary celebrations (ḥawliyya) on the night 
of his death, 16 Dhū ’l-ḥijja. 
MS: Rome (Ministero), 1044/10 (i) (photocopy in Bergen). 

SHORT TITLES OF PRINTED COLLECTIONS OF KHATMIYYA 
MATERIALS 

Abṭāl al-
Khatmiyya 

Abṭāl al-Khatmiyya. Cairo: D. al-Waṭanī, n.d. 
[preface dated 14 Ramaḍan 1376/15 April 1957], i 
(all published). 

Fatḥ al-rasūl Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, Majmūʿat Fatḥ 
al-rasūl, Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 
1367/1948. 

al-ʿIqd al-
munaẓẓam 

ʿAbd Allāh al-Maḥjūb al-Mīrghanī, al-ʿIqd al-
munaẓẓam ʿalā ḥurūf al-muʿjam aw ʿIqd al-jawāhir 
fī naẓm al-mafākhir. Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-
Ḥalabī, 1358/1939. 

Majmaʿ al-
gharāʾib 

Dīwān majmaʿ al-gharāʾib al-mufarriqāt min 
laṭāʾif al-khurāfāt al-dhāhibāt, Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-
Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 1355/1936. 

Majmūʿ al-
awrād 

Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, Majmūʿ al-
awrād al-kabīr, Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 
1358/1939. 

al-Musabbaʿa 
al-Mīrgha-
niyya 

al-Musabbaʿa al-Mīrghaniyya al-mushtamila ʿalā 
’l-ṣalawāt al-usbūʿiyya al-musammāt Fatḥ al-rasūl. 
Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 2nd. edn., 
1377/1957. 
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al-Nafaḥāt al-
rabbāniyya 

al-Nafaḥāt al-rabbāniyya al-mushtamila ʿalā 
sabʿat rasāʾil Mīrghaniyya li’l-sāda al-
Mīrghaniyya wa-ghayrihim, Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī 
al-Ḥalabī, 2nd. edn., 1400/1980. 

al-Rasāʾil al-
Mīrghaniyya 

al-Rasāʾil al-Mīrghaniyya mushtamila ʿalā ithnay 
ʿashara risāla fī ādāb al-ṭarīqa al-Khatmiyya, 
Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 1399/1979. 

Shifāʾ al-
qulūb 

Hāshim b. Muḥammad ʿUthmān al-Mīrghanī, 
Shifāʾ al-qulūb wa’l-gharām fī madḥ man aḍḥā li’l-
anbiyāʾ khitām, Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 
1355/1936. 

al-ʿUqūd al-
fāʾiqa 

Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq al-Mīrghanī, al-ʿUqūd al-fāʾiqa al-
durriyya fī bathth qiṣṣat al-isrāʾ bi-sayyid walad 
ʿAdnān, Cairo: Muṣṭafā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī, 
1369/1950. 

 


