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INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE ON THE CONVENTION ON CIVIL LIABILITY
FOR OIL POLLUTION DAMAGE FROM OFFSHORE OPERATIONS:

FINAL ACT AND TEXT OF CONVENTION*

FINAL ACT
OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE ON
THE CONVENTION ON CIVIL LIABILITY FOR
OIL POLLUTION DAMAGE FROM OFFSHORE OPERATIONS
L.ONDON 20 TO 31 OCTOBER 1975: 13 TO 17 DECEMBER 1976

Representatives of the Governments of Belgium, Denmark, France, the
I-ederal Republic of Germany, Ircland. the Netherlands. Norway. Sweden and
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ircland: and Observers
from the Commission of the Europcan Communitics and the Oil Industry
International Exploration and Production Forum accepted the invitation
extended to them by the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland to participate in an Intergovernmental Conference on
the Convention on Civil Liberty for Oil Pollution Damage from Offshore
Operatioris.

The Conference was called for the purpose of giving consideration to draft
articles of a Convention prepared at earlier intergovernmental meetings.

The Conference met at Riverwalk House, London from 20 to 31 October
1975 and 13 to 17 December 1976. Mr. Peter Archer. QC. MP. Her Majesty's
Solicitor-General and leader of the Delegation of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, was elected Chairman. Professor C. A.
Fleischer, leader of the Delegation of Norway and Mr. P. J. Swart, leader of
the Delegation of the Netherlands, were elected Vice-Chairmen.- Mr. R.
Jeannel, leader of the Delegation of France, was elected Chairman of the
Drafting Group. Dr. D. L. Simms served as Secretary-General.

As a result of its deliberations the Conference adopted. subject to linguistic
verification of the English and French texts. the text of a Convention on Civil
Liability for Oil Pcllution Damage resulting from Exploration for and
ixploitation of Sea-Bed Mineral Resources, which is annexed to this Final

ct.

The Confcrence entrusted the Government of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland with the task of collating any comments
of a purely linguistic character submitted before 31 January 1977 by Govern-
ments participating in the Conference and thereafter ensuring, in collaboration
with the Government of the French Republic, the linguistic consistency of the
text in the English and French languages; these texts would then become the
authoritative texts of the Convention.(*)

E""l.:hc texts appearing on pages 6-28 are the authoritative texts to be opened for signature.

* [Reproduced with the permission of the Controller of Her Britannic
Majesty's Stationery Office from Command Paper 6791, April 1977.

[The Final Act was done at London, December 17,

1976. The Conven-

tion at I.L.M. page 1451 was opened to signature on May 1, 1977. On

May 4, 1977,

it was signed by the Netherlands, Norway,

and the United

Kingdom. It will remain open to signature until April 30, 1978, and
thereafter to accession by the States invited to participate in the
Intergovernmental Conference.]
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